
DENOUNCE 
  
AMOS 
  
5 
21 “I hate all your show and pretense—the hypocrisy of your religious festivals and solemn assemblies. 
22 I will not accept your burnt offerings and grain offerings. I won’t even notice all your choice peace 
offerings. 23 Away with your noisy hymns of praise! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 24 
Instead, I want to see a mighty flood of justice, an endless river of righteous living.  
  
25 “Was it to me you were bringing sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the  wilderness, 
Israel? 26 No, you served your pagan gods—Sakkuth your king god and Kaiwan your star god—the 
images you made for yourselves. 27 So I will send you into exile, to a land east of Damascus,” says the 
Lord, whose name is the God of Heaven’s Armies. 
  
6 
1 What sorrow awaits you who lounge in luxury in Jerusalem, and you who feel secure in Samaria!  
  
3 You push away every thought of coming disaster, but your actions only bring the day of judgment 
closer. 
  
5 You sing trivial songs to the sound of the harp and fancy yourselves to be great musicians like David. 6 
You drink wine by the bowlful and perfume yourselves with fragrant lotions. You care nothing about the 
ruin of your nation. 7 Therefore, you will be the first to be led away as captives. Suddenly, all your 
parties will end. 
  
  



HOSEA 
  
4 
14 foolish people, refuse to understand so you will be destroyed 
  
5 
7 betrayed the honor of the Lord, their false religion will devour them with their wealth  
  
15 as soon as trouble comes, they will earnestly search for me 
  
6 
7 you broke my covenant and betrayed my trust 
  
7 
8 “The people of Israel mingle with godless foreigners, making themselves as worthless as a half -baked 
cake! 9 Worshiping foreign gods has sapped their strength, but they don’t even know it. 
Their hair is gray, but they don’t realize they’re old and weak.  
  
8 
1 “Sound the alarm! The enemy descends like an eagle on the people of the Lord, for they have broken 
my covenant and revolted against my law. 2 Now Israel pleads with me, ‘Help us, for you are our God!’ 
3 But it is too late. The people of Israel have rejected what is good, and now their enemies will chase 
after them. 4 The people have appointed kings without my consent, and princes without my approval.  
By making idols for themselves from their silver and gold, they have brought about their own 
destruction. 
  
7 “They have planted the wind and will harvest the whirlwind.  
  
9  
7 The time of Israel’s punishment has come; the day of payment is here. Soon Israel will know this all too 
well. Because of your great sin and hostility, you say, “The prophets are crazy and the inspired men are 
fools!” 8 The prophet is a watchman over Israel[a] for my God, yet traps are laid for him wherever he 
goes. He faces hostility even in the house of God. 
  
  
10 The Lord says, “O Israel, when I first found you, it was like finding fresh grapes in the desert. When I 
saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of the season. But then they deserted me for 
Baal-peor, giving themselves to that shameful idol. Soon they became vile, as vile as the god they 
worshiped. 
  
9 
16 The people of Israel are struck down. Their roots are dried up, and they will bear no more fruit. ...  
17 My God will reject the people of Israel because they will not listen or obey. 
  
  
10 
1 How prosperous Israel is—a luxuriant vine loaded with fruit. But the richer the people get, the more 
pagan altars they build. The more bountiful their harvests, the more beautiful their sacred pillars.  



  
4 They spout empty words and make covenants they don’t intend to keep. So injustice springs up among 
them like poisonous weeds in a farmer’s field.  
  
13 “But you have cultivated wickedness and harvested a thriving crop of sins.  
  
11 
7 For my people are determined to desert me. They call me the Most High, but they don’t truly honor 
me. 
  
12 
14 But the people of Israel have bitterly provoked the Lord, so their Lord will now sentence them to 
death in payment for their sins. 
  
13 
5 I took care of you in the wilderness, in that dry and thirsty land. 6 But when you had eaten and were 
satisfied, you became proud and forgot me. 7 So now I will attack you like a lion, like a leopard that lurks 
along the road. 
  
  
  



JOEL 
  
1 
5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! Wail, all you wine-drinkers! All the grapes are ruined, and all your 
sweet wine is gone. 6 A vast army of locusts has invaded my land, a terrible army too numerous to 
count. 
  
  
2 
11 The Lord is at the head of the column. He leads them with a shout. This is his mighty army, and they 
follow his orders. The day of the Lord is an awesome, terrible thing. Who can possibly survive?  
  
  
3 
2 I will gather the armies of the world into the valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will judge them for harming 
my people, my special possession, for scattering my people among the nations, and for dividing up my 
land. 
  
12 “Let the nations be called to arms. Let them march to the valley of Jehoshaphat. There I, the Lord, 
will sit to pronounce judgment on them all. 13 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread the 
grapes, for the winepress is full. The storage vats are overflowing with the wickedness of these people.”  
  
14 Thousands upon thousands are waiting in the valley of decision. 
    There the day of the Lord will soon arrive. 
  
  
  



MICAH 

  
1 
5 And why is this happening? Because of the rebellion of Israel—yes, the sins of the whole nation. 
  
9 My people’s wound is too deep to heal. 
  
11 You people in Shaphir, go as captives into exile—naked and ashamed. 
  
16 Oh, people of Judah, shave your heads in sorrow, for the children you love will be snatched away. 
Make yourselves as bald as a vulture, for your little ones will be exiled to distant lands.  
  
2 
3 But this is what the Lord says: “I will reward your evil with evil; you won’t be able to pull your neck out 
of the noose. You will no longer walk around proudly, for it will be a terrible time.”  
  
7 Should you talk that way, O family of Israel? Will the Lord’s Spirit have patience with such behavior? If 
you would do what is right, you would find my words comforting. 8 Yet to this very hour my people rise 
against me like an enemy! You steal the shirts right off the backs of those who trusted you, making them 
as ragged as men returning from battle. 9 You have evicted women from their pleasant homes and 
forever stripped their children of all that God would give them. 10 Up! Begone! This is no longer your 
land and home, for you have filled it with sin and ruined it completely.  
  
  
11 Suppose a prophet full of lies would say to you, “I’ll preach to you the joys of wine and alcohol!” 
That’s just the kind of prophet you would like! 
  
  
3 
1 I said, “Listen, you leaders of Israel! You are supposed to know right from wrong, 2 but you are the 
very ones who hate good and love evil. 
  
4 Then you beg the Lord for help in times of trouble! Do you really expect him to answer? After all the 
evil you have done, he won’t even look at you!” 
  
9 Listen to me, you leaders of Israel! You hate justice and twist all that is right. 10 You are building 
Jerusalem on a foundation of murder and corruption. 11 You rulers make decisions based on bribes; you 
priests teach God’s laws only for a price; you prophets won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you 
claim to depend on the Lord. “No harm can come to us,” you say, “for the Lord is here among us.” 12 
Because of you, Mount Zion will be plowed like an open f ield; Jerusalem will be reduced to ruins! A 
thicket will grow on the heights where the Temple now stands. 
  
  
5 
10 “In that day,” says the Lord, “I will slaughter your horses and destroy your chariots. 11 I will tear 
down your walls and demolish your defenses. 12 I will put an end to all witchcraft, and there will be no 
more fortune-tellers. 13 I will destroy all your idols and sacred pillars, so you will never again worship 



the work of your own hands. 14 I will abolish your idol shrines with their Asherah poles and destroy your 
pagan cities. 15 I will pour out my vengeance on all the nations that refuse to obey me.”  
  
  
6 
9 Fear the Lord if you are wise! His voice calls to everyone in Jerusalem: “The armies of destruction are 
coming; the Lord is sending them. 
  
13 “Therefore, I will wound you! I will bring you to ruin for all your sins.  
  
16 You keep only the laws of evil King Omri; you follow only the example of wicked King Ahab! 
Therefore, I will make an example of you, bringing you to complete ruin. You will be treated with 
contempt, mocked by all who see you.” 
  
  
7 
4b Your judgment day is coming swiftly now. Your time of punishment is here, a time of confusion.  
  
13 But the land will become empty and desolate because of the wickedness of those who live there. 
  
  
  



ISAIAH 

  
1 
11 “What makes you think I want all your sacrifices?” says the Lord.  
13 Stop bringing me your meaningless gifts; the incense of your offerings disgusts me! ... I want no more 
of your pious meetings. 
15 When you lift up your hands in prayer, I will not look. Though you offer many prayers, I will not listen, 
for your hands are covered with the blood of innocent victims. 
16 Wash yourselves and be clean! Get your sins out of my sight. Give up your evil ways.  
  
23 Your leaders are rebels, the companions of thieves. All of them love bribes and demand payoffs, but 
they refuse to defend the cause of orphans or fight for the rights of widows.  
  
27 Zion will be restored by justice; those who repent will be revived by righteousness. 28 But rebels and 
sinners will be completely destroyed,and those who desert the Lord will be consumed.  
  
  
2 
7 Israel is full of silver and gold; there is no end to its treasures. Their land is full of warhorses; there is 
no end to its chariots. 8 Their land is full of idols; the people worship things they have made with their 
own hands. 9 So now they will be humbled, and all will be brought low—do not forgive them. 10 Crawl 
into caves in the rocks. Hide in the dust from the terror of the Lord and the glory of his majesty. 11 
Human pride will be brought down, and human arrogance will be humbled. Only the Lord will be exalted 
on that day of judgment. 
  
12 For the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has a day of reckoning. He will punish the proud and mighty and 
bring down everything that is exalted. 
  
  
3 
8 For Jerusalem will stumble, and Judah will fall, because they speak out against the Lord and refuse to 
obey him. They provoke him to his face. 9 The very look on their faces gives them away. They display 
their sin like the people of Sodom and don’t even try to hide it. They are doomed! They have brought 
destruction upon themselves. 
  
25 The men of the city will be killed with the sword, and her warriors will die in battle. 26 The gates of 
Zion will weep and mourn. The city will be like a ravaged woman, huddled on the ground. 
  
  
8 
20 Look to God’s instructions and teachings! People who contradict his word are completely in the dark. 
21 They will go from one place to another, weary and hungry. And because they are hungry, the y will 
rage and curse their king and their God. They will look up to heaven 22 and down at the earth, but 
wherever they look, there will be trouble and anguish and dark despair. They will be thrown out into the 
darkness. 
  
  



10 
3 What will you do when I punish you, when I send disaster upon you from a distant land? To whom will 
you turn for help? Where will your treasures be safe? 
  
6 I am sending Assyria against a godless nation [Israel], against a people with whom I am angry. Assyria 
will plunder them, trampling them like dirt beneath its feet. 
  
22 But though the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand of the seashore, only a remnant of them 
will return. The Lord has rightly decided to destroy his people. 23 Yes, the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies, has already decided to destroy the entire land. 
  
  
17 
9 [Israel] will be utterly desolate. 10 Why? Because you have turned from the God who can save you. 
You have forgotten the Rock who can hide you. So you may plant the finest grapevines and import the 
most expensive seedlings. 11 They may sprout on the day you set them out; yes, they may blossom on 
the very morning you plant them, but you will never pick any grapes from them. Your only harvest will 
be a load of grief and unrelieved pain. 
  
24 
5 The earth suffers for the sins of its people, for they have twisted God’s instructions, violated his laws, 
and broken his everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore, a curse consumes the earth. Its people must pay the 
price for their sin. They are destroyed by fire, and only a few are left alive.  
  
26 
18 We, too, writhe in agony, but nothing comes of our suffering. We have not given salvation to the 
earth, nor brought life into the world. 
  
27 
8 No, but he exiled Israel to call her to account. She was exiled from her land as though blown away in a 
storm from the east. 9 The Lord did this to purge Israel’s wickedness, to take away all her sin.  
  
11 The people are like the dead branches of a tree, broken off and used for kindling beneath the cooking 
pots. Israel is a foolish and stupid nation, for its people have turned away from G od. Therefore, the one 
who made them will show them no pity or mercy. 
  
  
28 
15 You boast, “We have struck a bargain to cheat death and have made a deal to dodge the grave. The 
coming destruction can never touch us, for we have built a strong refuge made o f lies and deception.” 
16 Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “Look! I am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem, 
a firm and tested stone. It is a precious cornerstone that is safe to build on. Whoever believes need 
never be shaken. 
17 I will test you with the measuring line of justice and the plumb line of righteousness. Since your 
refuge is made of lies, a hailstorm will knock it down. Since it is made of deception, a flood will sweep it 
away. 
18 I will cancel the bargain you made to cheat death, and I will overturn your deal to dodge the grave. 
When the terrible enemy sweeps through, you will be trampled into the ground.  



19 Again and again that flood will come, morning after morning, day and night, until you are carried 
away.” This message will bring terror to your people. 
20 The bed you have made is too short to lie on. The blankets are too narrow to cover you.  
  
  
29 
3 I will be your enemy, surrounding Jerusalem and attacking its walls. I will build siege towers and 
destroy it. 
  
  
42 
18 “Listen, you who are deaf! Look and see, you blind! 19 Who is as blind as my own people, my 
servant? Who is as deaf as my messenger? Who is as blind as my chosen people, the servant of the 
Lord? 20 You see and recognize what is right but refuse to act on it. You hear with your ears, but you 
don’t really listen.” 
  
23 Who will hear these lessons from the past and see the ruin that awaits you in the future? 24 Who 
allowed Israel to be robbed and hurt? It was the Lord, against whom we sinned, for the people would 
not walk in his path, nor would they obey his law. 25 Therefore, he poured out his fury on them and 
destroyed them in battle. They were enveloped in flames, but they still refused to understand. They 
were consumed by fire, but they did not learn their lesson. 
  
  
47 
8 “Listen to this, you pleasure-loving kingdom, living at ease and feeling secure. You say, ‘I am the only 
one, and there is no other. I will never be a widow or lose my children.’ 9 Well, both these things will 
come upon you in a moment: widowhood and the loss of your children. Yes, these calamities will come 
upon you, despite all your witchcraft and magic. 
  
10 “You felt secure in your wickedness. ‘No one sees me,’ you said. But your ‘wisdom’ and ‘knowledge’ 
have led you astray, and you said, ‘I am the only one, and there is no other.’ 11 So disaster will overtake 
you, and you won’t be able to charm it away. Calamity will fall upon you, and you won’t be able to buy 
your way out. A catastrophe will strike you suddenly, one for which you are not prepared. 
  
  
48 
17 This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your God, who 
teaches you what is good for you and leads you along the paths you should follow. 18 Oh, that you had 
listened to my commands! Then you would have had peace flowing like a gentle river and righteousness 
rolling over you like waves in the sea. 19 Your descendants would have been like the sands along the 
seashore—too many to count! There would have been no need for your destruction, or for cutting off 
your family name.” 
  
  
57 
5 You worship your idols with great passion beneath the oaks and under every green tree. You sacrifice 
your children down in the valleys, among the jagged rocks in the cliffs. 6 Your gods are the smooth 
stones in the valleys. You worship them with liquid offerings and grain offerings. They, not I, are your 



inheritance. Do you think all this makes me happy? 7 You have committed adultery on every high 
mountain. There you have worshiped idols and have been unfaithful to me. 8 You have put pagan 
symbols on your doorposts and behind your doors. You have left me and climbed into bed with these 
detestable gods. You have committed yourselves to them. You love to look at their naked bodies.  
  
  
58 
2     Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about me.  
They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me to take 
action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me. 3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. 
‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’  
  
“I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves.  
  
6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of 
those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. 7 Share 
your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and 
do not hide from relatives who need your help. 
  
8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will 
lead you forward, and the glory of the Lord will protect you from behind. 9 Then when you call, the Lord 
will answer. ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply.  
  
“Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious rumors!  
10 Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 
darkness around you will be as bright as noon. 
  
  
59 
2 It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not 
listen anymore. 
  
  
7 Their feet run to do evil, and they rush to commit murder. They think only about sinning. Misery and 
destruction always follow them. 8 They don’t know where to find peace or what it means to be just and 
good. They have mapped out crooked roads, and no one who follows them knows a moment’s peace.  
  
9 So there is no justice among us, and we know nothing about right living. We look for light but find only 
darkness. We look for bright skies but walk in gloom. 
  
  
[confession] 
13 We know we have rebelled and have denied the Lord. We have turned our backs on our God.  
We know how unfair and oppressive we have been, carefully planning our deceitful lies. 14 Our courts 
oppose the righteous, and justice is nowhere to be found. Truth stumbles in the streets, and honesty has 
been outlawed. 15 Yes, truth is gone, and anyone who renounces evil is attacked. 
  
  



15b The Lord looked and was displeased to find there was no justice. 16 He was amazed to see that no 
one intervened to help the oppressed. So he himself stepped in to save them with his strong arm, and 
his justice sustained him. 17 He put on righteousness as his body armor and placed the helmet of 
salvation on his head. He clothed himself with a robe of vengeance and wrapped himself in a cloak of 
divine passion. 18 He will repay his enemies for their evil deeds. His fury will fall on his foes. He will pay 
them back even to the ends of the earth. 
  
  
63 
8 He said, “They are my very own people. Surely they will not betray me again.” And he became their 
Savior. 9 In all their suffering he also suffered, and he personally[a] rescued them. In his love and mercy 
he redeemed them. He lifted them up and carried them through all the years. 10 But they rebelled 
against him and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he became their enemy and fought against them.  
  
  
[confession] 
64 
5 You welcome those who gladly do good, who follow godly ways. But you have been very angry with us, 
for we are not godly. We are constant sinners; how can people like us be saved? 6 We are all infected 
and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like autumn 
leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind. 7 Yet no one calls on your name or 
pleads with you for mercy. Therefore, you have turned away from us and turned us over to our sins.  
  
  
65 
2 All day long I opened my arms to a rebellious people. But they follow their own evil paths and their 
own crooked schemes. 
  
12 now I will ‘destine’ you for the sword. All of you will bow down before the executioner. For when I 
called, you did not answer. When I spoke, you did not listen. You deliberately sinned—before my very 
eyes—and chose to do what you know I despise.” 
  
  
66 
2b “I will bless those who have humble and contrite hearts, who tremble at my word.  
3a But those who choose their own ways—delighting in their detestable sins—will not have their 
offerings accepted. 
  
4 I will send them great trouble— 
    all the things they feared. 
For when I called, they did not answer. 
    When I spoke, they did not listen. 
They deliberately sinned before my very eyes 
    and chose to do what they know I despise.” 
  
  
  



NAHUM 

  
1 
[Nineveh] 
2 The Lord is a jealous God, filled with vengeance and rage. He takes revenge on all who oppose him and 
continues to rage against his enemies! 3 The Lord is slow to get angry, but his power is great, and he 
never lets the guilty go unpunished. 
  
3  
1 What sorrow awaits Nineveh, the city of murder and lies! She is crammed with wealth and is never 
without victims. 
  
4 All this because Nineveh, the beautiful and faithless city, mistress of deadly charms, enticed the 
nations with her beauty. She taught them all her magic, enchanting people everywhere. 
  
  
15 But the fire will devour you; the sword will cut you down. The enemy will consume you like locusts, 
devouring everything they see. There will be no escape .... 
  
  



ZEPHANIAH 

  
1 
4 “I will crush Judah and Jerusalem with my fist and destroy every last trace of their Baal worship.  
I will put an end to all the idolatrous priests, so that even the memory of them will disappear.  
5 For they go up to their roofs and bow down to the sun, moon, and stars. They claim to follow the Lord, 
but then they worship Molech, too. 6 And I will destroy those who used to worship me but now no 
longer do. They no longer ask for the Lord’s guidance or seek my blessings.” 
  
7 Stand in silence in the presence of the Sovereign Lord, for the awesome day of the Lord’s judgment is 
near. The Lord has prepared his people for a great slaughter and has chosen their executioners.  
8 “On that day of judgment,” says the Lord, “I will punish the leaders and princes of Judah and all those 
following pagan customs. 
  
12 “I will search with lanterns in Jerusalem’s darkest corners to punish those who sit complacent in their 
sins. They think the Lord will do nothing to them, either good or bad. 
  
18 Your silver and gold will not save you on that day of the Lord’s anger. For the whole land will be 
devoured by the fire of his jealousy. 
  
  
3 
1 What sorrow awaits rebellious, polluted Jerusalem, the city of violence and crime! 2 No one can tell it 
anything; it refuses all correction. It does not trust in the Lord or draw near to its God. 3 Its leaders are 
like roaring lions hunting for their victims. Its judges are like ravenous wolves at evening time, who by 
dawn have left no trace of their prey. 4 Its prophets are arrogant liars seeking their own gain. Its priests 
defile the Temple by disobeying God’s instructions. 5 But the Lord is still there in the city, and he does 
no wrong. Day by day he hands down justice, and he does not fail.  But the wicked know no shame. 
  
  



HABAKKUK 

  
1 
3b Wherever I look, I see destruction and violence. I am surrounded by people who love to argue and 
fight. 4 The law has become paralyzed, and there is no justice in the courts. The wicked far outnumber 
the righteous, so that justice has become perverted. 
  
  
5 The Lord replied, “Look around at the nations; look and be amazed! For I am doing something in your 
own day, something you wouldn’t believe even if someone told you about it. 6 I am raising up the 
Babylonians, a cruel and violent people. They will march across the world and conquer other lands.  
  
11b But they are deeply guilty, for their own strength is their god. 
  
2 
4 “Look at the proud! They trust in themselves, and their lives are crooked. 
  
5 Wealth is treacherous, and the arrogant are never at rest. They open their mouths as wide as the 
grave, and like death, they are never satisfied. In their greed they have gathered up many nations and 
swallowed many peoples. 6 “But soon their captives will taunt them. They will mock them, saying, ‘What 
sorrow awaits you thieves! Now you will get what you deserve! You’ve become rich by extortion, but 
how much longer can this go on?’ 7 Suddenly, your debtors will take action. They will turn on you and 
take all you have, while you stand trembling and helpless. 8 Because you have plundered many nations, 
now all the survivors will plunder you. You committed murder throughout the countryside and filled the 
towns with violence. 
  
9 “What sorrow awaits you who build big houses with money gained dishonestly! You believe your 
wealth will buy security, putting your family’s nest beyond the reach of danger.  
  
12 “What sorrow awaits you who build cities with money gained through murder and corruption!  
  
18b How foolish to trust in your own creation 
  
  
  



JEREMIAH 

  
1 
11 Then the Lord said to me, “Look, Jeremiah! What do you see?” 
And I replied, “I see a branch from an almond tree.” 
  
12 And the Lord said, “That’s right, and it means that I am watching,[c] and I will certainly carry out all 
my plans.” 
  
13 Then the Lord spoke to me again and asked, “What do you see now?” 
And I replied, “I see a pot of boiling water, spilling from the north.” 
  
14 “Yes,” the Lord said, “for terror from the north will boil out on the people of this land. 15 Listen! I am 
calling the armies of the kingdoms of the north to come to Jerusalem. I, the Lord, have spoken!  
  
“They will set their thrones at the gates of the city. They will attack its walls and all the other towns of 
Judah. 16 I will pronounce judgment on my people for all their evil — for deserting me and burning 
incense to other gods. Yes, they worship idols made with their own hands! 
  
  
2 
1 The Lord gave me another message. He said, 2 “Go and shout this message to Jerusalem. This is what 
the Lord says: 
  
“I remember how eager you were to please me as a young bride long ago, how you loved me and 
followed me even through the barren wilderness. 3 In those days Israel was holy to the Lord, the first of 
his children. All who harmed his people were declared guilty, and disaster fell on them. I, the Lord, have 
spoken!” 
  
4 Listen to the word of the Lord, people of Jacob—all you families of Israel! 5 This is what the Lord says: 
  
“What did your ancestors find wrong with me that led them to stray so far from me? They worshiped 
worthless idols, only to become worthless themselves. 6 They did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord who 
brought us safely out of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness — a land of deserts and pits, 
a land of drought and death, where no one lives or even travels?’  
  
7 “And when I brought you into a fruitful land to enjoy its bounty and goodness, you defiled my land and 
corrupted the possession I had promised you. 8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord?’ Those who 
taught my word ignored me, the rulers turned against me, and the prophets spoke in the name of Baal, 
wasting their time on worthless idols. 
  
  
11 Has any nation ever traded its gods for new ones, even though they are not gods at all? Yet my 
people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols! 12 The heavens are shocked at such a 
thing and shrink back in horror and dismay,” says the Lord.  
13 “For my people have done two evil things: They have abandoned me — the fountain of living water. 
And they have dug for themselves cracked cisterns that can hold no water at all!  



  
  
19 Your wickedness will bring its own punishment. Your turning from me will shame you. You will see 
what an evil, bitter thing it is to abandon the Lord your God and not to fear him. I, the Lord, the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies, have spoken! 
  
20 “Long ago I broke the yoke that oppressed you and tore away the chains of your slavery, but still you 
said, ‘I will not serve you.’ On every hill and under every green tree, you have prostituted yourselves by 
bowing down to idols. 
  
  
23 “You say, ‘That’s not true! *I* haven’t worshiped the images of Baal!’ But how can you say that? Go 
and look in any valley in *the land!* Face the awful sins you have done. 
    [the people's sin are the person's sins] 
  
24 You are like a wild donkey, sniffing the wind at mating time. Who can restrain her lust? Those who 
desire her don’t need to search, for she goes running to them! 25 When will you stop running? When 
will you stop panting after other gods? But you say, ‘Save your breath. I’m in love with these foreign 
gods, and I can’t stop loving them now!’ 
  
27b They turn their backs on me, but in times of trouble they cry out to me, ‘Come and save us!’ 
  
31b Why then do my people say, ‘At last we are free from God! We don’t need him anymore!’  
  
33b “Even an experienced prostitute could learn from you! 34 Your clothing is stained with the blood of 
the innocent and the poor, though you didn’t catch them breaking into your houses! 35 And yet you say, 
‘*I* have done nothing wrong. Surely God isn’t angry with me!’ But now I will punish you severely 
because you claim you have not sinned. 
    [the individual again] 
  
  
3 
1 “If a man divorces a woman and she goes and marries someone else, he will not take her back again, 
for that would surely corrupt the land. But you have prostituted yourself with many lovers, so why are 
you trying to come back to me?” says the Lord. 
  
  
2b You have polluted the land with your prostitution and your wickedness. 3 That’s why even the spring 
rains have failed. For you are a brazen prostitute and completely shameless. 4 Yet you say to me, 
‘Father, you have been my guide since my youth. 5 Surely you won’t  be angry forever! Surely you can 
forget about it!’ So you talk, but you keep on doing all the evil you can.” 
 
8 She saw that I divorced faithless Israel because of her adultery. But that treacherous sister Judah had 
no fear, and now she, too, has left me and given herself to prostitution. 9 Israel treated it all so lightly—
she thought nothing of committing adultery by worshiping idols made of wood and stone. So now the 
land has been polluted. 
  



20 But you have been unfaithful to me, you people of Israel! You have been like a faithless wife who 
leaves her husband. I, the Lord, have spoken.” 
  
21 Voices are heard high on the windswept mountains, the weeping and pleading of Israel’s people.  
For they have chosen crooked paths and have forgotten the Lord their G od. 
  
  
4 
4 O people of Judah and Jerusalem, surrender your pride and power. Change your hearts before the 
Lord, or my anger will burn like an unquenchable fire because of all your sins.  
  
8 So put on clothes of mourning and weep with broken hearts, For the fierce anger of the Lord is still 
upon us. 
  
11 The time is coming when the Lord will say to the people of Jerusalem, “My dear people, a burning 
wind is blowing in from the desert, and it’s not a gentle breeze useful for winnowing grain.  
12 It is a roaring blast sent by me! Now I will pronounce your destruction!” 
  
14 O Jerusalem, cleanse your heart that you may be saved. How long will you harbor your evil thoughts?  
15 Your destruction has been announced from Dan and the hill country of Ephraim.  
  
18 “Your own actions have brought this upon you. This punishment is bitter, piercing you to the heart!”  
  
22 “My people are foolish and do not know me,” says the Lord. “They are stupid children who have no 
understanding. They are clever enough at doing wrong, but they have no idea how to do right!” 
  
30b The allies who were your lovers despise you and seek to kill you.  
  
  
5 
7b I fed my people until they were full. But they thanked me by committing adultery and lining up at the 
brothels. 8 They are well-fed, lusty stallions, each neighing for his neighbor’s wife. 9 Should I not punish 
them for this?” says the Lord. “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation?  
  
10 “Go down the rows of the vineyards and destroy the grapevines, leaving a scattere d few alive. 
Strip the branches from the vines, for these people do not belong to the Lord.  
  
17b They will devour your sons and daughters. 
  
19 “And when your people ask, ‘Why did the Lord our God do all this to us?’ you must reply, ‘You 
rejected him and gave yourselves to foreign gods in your own land. Now you will serve foreigners in a 
land that is not your own.’ 
  
22a Have you no respect for me? Why don’t you tremble in my presence?  
  
22c The waves may toss and roar, but they can never pass the boundaries I set. 
23 But my people have stubborn and rebellious hearts. They have turned away and abandoned me.  
24a They do not say from the heart, ‘Let us live in awe of the Lord our God,  



  
  
26 “Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait for victims like a hunter hiding in a blind.  
They continually set traps to catch people. 27 Like a cage filled with birds, their homes are filled with evil 
plots. And now they are great and rich. 28 They are fat and sleek, and there is no limit to their wicked 
deeds. They refuse to provide justice to orphans and deny the rights of the poor. 29 Should I not punish 
them for this?” says the Lord. “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation?  
  
30 A horrible and shocking thing has happened in this land— 31 the prophets give false prophecies, and 
the priests rule with an iron hand. Worse yet, my people like it that way! But what will you do when the 
end comes? 
  
  
6 
8 Listen to this warning, Jerusalem, or I will turn from you in disgust. Listen, or I will turn you into a heap 
of ruins, a land where no one lives.” 
  
  
13 “From the least to the greatest, their lives are ruled by greed.  
  
From prophets to priests, they are all frauds. 
14 They offer superficial treatments for my people’s mortal wound. They give assurances of peace when 
there is no peace. 
  
  
16 This is what the Lord says: “Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, godly way, and 
walk in it. Travel its path, and you will find rest for your souls. But you reply, ‘No, that’s not the road we 
want!’ 17 I posted watchmen over you who said, ‘Listen for the sound of the alarm.’ But you replied, 
‘No! We won’t pay attention!’ 
  
18 “Therefore, listen to this, all you nations. Take note of my people’s situation. 
19 Listen, all the earth! I will bring disaster on my people. 
  
  
7 
5 But I will be merciful only if you stop your evil thoughts and deeds and start treating each other with 
justice; 6 only if you stop exploiting foreigners, orphans, and widows; only if you stop your murdering; 
and only if you stop harming yourselves by worshiping idols. 7 Then I will let you stay in this land that I 
gave to your ancestors to keep forever. 
  
8 “‘Don’t be fooled into thinking that you will never suffer because the Temple is here. It’s a lie! 9 Do 
you really think you can steal, murder, commit adultery, lie, and burn incense to Baal and all those other 
new gods of yours, 10 and then come here and stand before me in my Temple and chant, “We are 
safe!”—only to go right back to all those evils again? 11 Don’t you yourselves admit that this Temple, 
which bears my name, has become a den of thieves? Surely I see all the evil going on there. I, the Lord, 
have spoken! 
  



13 While you were doing these wicked things, says the Lord, I spoke to you about it repeatedly, but you 
would not listen. I called out to you, but you refused to answer.  
  
22 When I led your ancestors out of Egypt, it was not burnt offerings and sacrifices I wanted from them. 
23 This is what I told them: ‘Obey me, and I will be your God, and you will be my people. Do everything 
as I say, and all will be well!’ 
  
24 “But my people would not listen to me. *They kept doing whatever they wanted*, following the 
stubborn desires of their evil hearts. They went backward instead of forward. 
  
28 Say to them, ‘This is the nation whose people will not obey the Lord their God and who refuse to be 
taught. Truth has vanished from among them; it is no longer heard on their lips. 29 Shave your head in 
mourning, and weep alone on the mountains. For the Lord has rejected and forsaken this generation 
that has provoked his fury.’ 
  
31 They have built pagan shrines at Topheth, the garbage dump in the valley of Ben-Hinnom, and there 
they burn their sons and daughters in the fire. I have never commanded such a horrible deed; it never 
even crossed my mind to command such a thing!  
  
34b The land will lie in complete desolation. 
  
  
8 
3 And the people of this evil nation who survive will wish to die rather than live where I will send them. 
  
  
9 
3 “My people bend their tongues like bows to shoot out lies. They refuse to stand up for the truth. They 
only go from bad to worse. They do not know me,” says the Lord.  
  
5 They all fool and defraud each other; no one tells the truth. With practiced tongues they tell lies; 
    they wear themselves out with all their sinning. 6 They pile lie upon lie and utterly refuse to 
acknowledge me,” says the Lord. 
  
9 Should I not punish them for this?” says the Lord. “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation?” 
  
  
12b Why has the land been so ruined that no one dares to travel through it? 
13 The Lord replies, “This has happened because my people have abandoned my instructions; they have 
refused to obey what I said. 14 Instead, they have *stubbornly followed their own desires* and 
worshiped the images of Baal, as their ancestors taught them. 
  
16b "I will chase them with the sword until I have destroyed them completely.” 
  
21a For death has crept in through our windows and has entered our mansions. It has killed off the 
flower of our youth 
  
  



10 
1 Do not act like the other nations 
 
3 Their ways are futile and foolish. 
  
14 The craftsmen are disgraced by the idols they make, for their carefully shaped works are a fraud. 
  
21 The shepherds of my people have lost their senses. They no longer seek wisdom from the Lord. 
Therefore, they fail completely, and their flocks are scattered. 
  
  
11 
1 The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, 2 “Remind the people of Judah and Jerusalem 
about the terms of my covenant with them. 3 Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
Cursed is anyone who does not obey the terms of my covenant! 4 For I said to your ancestors when I 
brought them out of the iron-smelting furnace of Egypt, “If you obey me and do whatever I command 
you, then you will be my people, and I will be your God.” 5 I said this so I could keep my promise to your 
ancestors to give you a land flowing with milk and honey—the land you live in today.’ 
  
8a but your ancestors did not listen or even pay attention. Instead, they stubbornly followed their own 
evil desires. 
  
14b I will not listen to them when they cry out to me in distress. 15 “What right do my beloved people 
have to come to my Temple, when they have done so many immoral things? Can their vows and 
sacrifices prevent their destruction? They actually rejoice in doing evil! 16 I, the Lord, once called them a 
thriving olive tree, beautiful to see and full of good fruit. But now I have sent the fury of their enemies to 
burn them with fire, leaving them charred and broken. 17 “I, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, who planted 
this olive tree, have ordered it destroyed. 
  
  
12 
7 “I have abandoned my people, my special possession. I have surrendered my dearest ones to their 
enemies. 8 My chosen people have roared at me like a lion of the forest, so I have treated them with 
contempt. 9 My chosen people act like speckled vultures, but they themselves are surrounded by 
vultures. Bring on the wild animals to pick their corpses clean! 
  
13 My people have planted wheat but are harvesting thorns. They have worn themselves out, but it has 
done them no good. They will harvest a crop of shame because of the fierce anger of the Lord.  
  
  
13 
10 These wicked people refuse to listen to me. They stubbornly follow their own desires and worship 
other gods. ... 11 ... They were to be my people, my pride, my glory — an honor to my name. But they 
would not listen to me. 
  
13 I will fill everyone in this land with drunkenness — from the king sitting on David’s throne to the 
priests and the prophets, right down to the common people of Jerusalem. 14 I will smash them against 



each other, even parents against children, says the Lord. I will not let my pity or mercy or compassion 
keep me from destroying them. 
  
16 Give glory to the Lord your God before it is too late. Acknowledge him before he brings darkness 
upon you, causing you to stumble and fall on the darkening mountains. For then, when you look for 
light, you will find only terrible darkness and gloom. 17a And if you still refuse to listen, I will weep alone 
because of your pride. 
  
22 You may ask yourself, “Why is all this happening to me?” It is because of your many sins!  
That is why you have been stripped and raped by invading armies. 
  
25b You have forgotten me, putting your trust in false gods. 
26 I myself will strip you and expose you to shame. 
27 I have seen your adultery and lust, and your disgusting idol worship out in the fields and on the hills.  
What sorrow awaits you, Jerusalem! How long before you are pure? 
  
14 
10 So this is what the Lord says to his people: “You love to wander far from me and do not restrain 
yourselves. Therefore, I will no longer accept you as my people. Now I will remember all your 
wickedness and will punish you for your sins.” 
  
11 Then the Lord said to me, “Do not pray for these people anymore. 12 When they fast, I will pay no 
attention. When they present their burnt offerings and grain offerings to me, I will not accept them. 
Instead, I will devour them with war, famine, and disease.” 
  
  
17 Now, Jeremiah, say this to them: “Night and day my eyes overflow with tears. I cannot stop weeping,  
for my virgin daughter—my precious people—has been struck down and lies mortally wounded." 
  
  
15 
6 You have abandoned me and turned your back on me,” says the Lord. “Therefore, I will raise my fist to 
destroy you. I am tired of always giving you another chance. 
  
7b I will destroy my own people, because they refuse to change their evil ways. 
  
  
16 
10 “When you tell the people all these things, they will ask, ‘Why has the Lord decreed such terrible 
things against us? What have we done to deserve such treatment? What is our sin against the Lord our 
God?’ 
  
11 “Then you will give them the Lord’s reply: ‘It is because your ancestors were unfaithful to me. They 
worshiped other gods and served them. They abandoned me and did not obey my word. 12 And you are 
even worse than your ancestors! You stubbornly follow your own evil desires and refuse to listen to me. 
  
  
17 



2 Even their children go to worship at their pagan altars and Asherah poles, beneath every green tree 
and on every high hill.  
3 So I will hand over my holy mountain — along with all your wealth and treasures and your pagan 
shrines — as plunder to your enemies, for sin runs rampant in your land. 
  
  
13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who turn away from you will be disgraced. They will be buried in the 
dust of the earth, for they have abandoned the Lord, the fountain of liv ing water. 
  
  
18 
3 So I did as he told me and found the potter working at his wheel. 4 But the jar he was making did not 
turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over.  
  
5 Then the Lord gave me this message: 6 “O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his 
clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand. 7 If I announce that a certain nation or 
kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down, and destroyed, 8 but then that nation renounces its evil ways, I 
will not destroy it as I had planned. 9 And if I announce that I will plant and build up a certain nation or 
kingdom, 10 but then that nation turns to evil and refuses to obey me, I will not bless it as I said I would.  
  
11 “Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all Judah and Jerusalem. Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: I 
am planning disaster for you instead of good. So turn from your evil ways, each of you, and do what is 
right.’” 
  
12 But the people replied, “Don’t waste your breath. *We w ill continue to live as we want to*, 
stubbornly following our own evil desires.” 
  
  
15 But my people are not so reliable, for they have deserted me; they burn incense to worthless idols.  
They have stumbled off the ancient highways and walk in muddy paths. 
16 Therefore, their land will become desolate, a monument to their stupidity. All who pass by will be 
astonished and will shake their heads in amazement. 
  
  
19 
7 “‘For I will upset the careful plans of Judah and Jerusalem. *I will allow* the people  to be slaughtered 
by invading armies, and I will leave their dead bodies as food for the vultures and wild animals. 8 *I will* 
reduce Jerusalem to ruins, making it a monument to their stupidity. All who pass by will be astonished 
and will gasp at the destruction they see there. 
  
  
22 
8 “People from many nations will pass by the ruins of this city and say to one another, ‘Why did the Lord 
destroy such a great city?’ 9 And the answer will be, ‘Because they violated their covenant with the Lord 
their God by worshiping other gods.’” 
  
21 I warned you when you were prosperous, but you replied, ‘Don’t bother me.’  
You have been that way since childhood—you simply will not obey me! 



  
  
23  
1 “What sorrow awaits the leaders of my people—the shepherds of my sheep—for they have destroyed 
and scattered the very ones they were expected to care for,” says the Lord.  
2 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to these shepherds: “Instead of caring for my 
flock and leading them to safety, you have deserted them and driven them to destruction. Now I will 
pour out judgment on you for the evil you have done to them. 
  
13 “I saw that the prophets of Samaria were terribly evil, for they prophesied in the name of Baal and 
led my people of Israel into sin. 
14 But now I see that the prophets of Jerusalem are even worse! They commit adultery and love 
dishonesty. They encourage those who are doing evil so that no one turns away from their sins.  
These prophets are as wicked as the people of Sodom and Gomorrah once were.” 
  
16 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says to his people: “Do not listen to these prophets when 
they prophesy to you, filling you with futile hopes. They are making up everything they say. They do not 
speak for the Lord! 
17 They keep saying to those who despise my word, ‘Don’t worry! The Lord says you will have peace!’  
And to those who stubbornly follow their own desires, they say, ‘No harm will come your way!’  
  
18 “Have any of these prophets been in the Lord’s presence to hear what he is re ally saying? Has even 
one of them cared enough to listen? 
  
22 If they had stood before me and listened to me, they would have spoken my words, and they would 
have turned my people from their evil ways and deeds. 
  
26b If they are prophets, they are prophets of deceit, inventing everything they say. 
  
32 I am against these false prophets. Their imaginary dreams are flagrant lies that lead my people into 
sin. I did not send or appoint them, and they have no message at all for my people. I, the Lord, have 
spoken! 
  
36 But stop using this phrase, ‘prophecy from the Lord.’ For people are using it to give authority to their 
own ideas, turning upside down the words of our God, the living God, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.  
  
  
25 
2 Jeremiah the prophet said to *all the people* in Judah and Jerusalem 
  
5 Each time the message was this: ‘Turn from the evil road you are traveling and from the evil things you 
are doing. Only then will I let you live in this land that the Lord gave to you and your ancestors forever. 6 
Do not provoke my anger by worshiping idols you made with your own hands.  
  
  
29b I will call for war against all the nations of the earth. I, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!’  
  



30 “Now prophesy all these things, and say to them, “‘The Lord will roar against his own land from his 
holy dwelling in heaven. He will shout like those who tread grapes; he will shout against everyone on 
earth. 31 His cry of judgment will reach the ends of the earth, for the Lord will bring his case against all 
the nations. He will judge all the people of the earth, slaughtering the wicked with the sword. I, the Lord, 
have spoken!’” 
  
32 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: “Look! Disaster will fall upon nation after nation!  
A great whirlwind of fury is rising from the most distant corners of the earth!” 
  
33 In that day those the Lord has slaughtered will fill the earth from one end to the other. No one will 
mourn for them or gather up their bodies to bury them. They will be scattered on the ground like 
manure. 
  
  
30 
12 This is what the Lord says: “Your injury is incurable — a terrible wound. 
13 There is no one to help you or to bind up your injury. No medicine can heal you.  
14 All your lovers—your allies—have left you and do not care about you anymore. I have wounded you 
cruelly, as though I were your enemy. For your sins are many, and your guilt is great.  
15 Why do you protest your punishment — this wound that has no cure? I have had to punish you 
because your sins are many and your guilt is great. 
  
  
32 
from Jeremiah's prayer 
21 “You brought Israel out of Egypt with mighty signs and wonders, with a strong hand and powerful 
arm, and with overwhelming terror. 22 You gave the people of Israel this land that you had promised 
their ancestors long before—a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 Our ancestors came and conquered 
it and lived in it, but they refused to obey you or follow your word. They have not done anything you 
commanded. That is why you have sent this terrible disaster upon them. 
  
  
44 
7a “And now the Lord God of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, asks you: Why are you destroying 
yourselves? 
  
16 “We will not listen to your messages from the Lord!  
17a We will do whatever we want. 
  
  
49 
about the the kingdoms of Hazor  
31 “Go up and attack that complacent nation,” says the Lord. 
32b I will bring calamity upon them from every direction,” says the Lord.  
  
  
50 



6 “My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray and turned them loose in the 
mountains. They have lost their way and can’t remember how to get back to the sheepfold.  
7a All who found them devoured them. 
  
  
51 
56b For the Lord is a God who gives just punishment; he always repays in full.  
  
  
  



OBADIAH 

  
1 
2 The Lord says to Edom, 
“I will cut you down to size among the nations; 
    you will be greatly despised. 
3 You have been deceived by your own pride 
    because you live in a rock fortress 
    and make your home high in the mountains. 
‘Who can ever reach us way up here?’ 
    you ask boastfully. 
4 But even if you soar as high as eagles 
    and build your nest among the stars, 
I will bring you crashing down,” 
    says the Lord. 
  
  
7 “All your allies will turn against you. 
    They will help to chase you from your land. 
They will promise you peace 
    while plotting to deceive and destroy you. 
  
  
  



EZEKIEL 

  
5 
5 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: This is an illustration of what will happen to Jerusalem. I placed 
her at the center of the nations, 6 but she has rebelled against my regulations and decrees and has been 
even more wicked than the surrounding nations. She has refused to obey the regulations and decrees I 
gave her to follow. 
  
7 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: You people have behaved worse than your neighbors 
and have refused to obey my decrees and regulations. You have not even lived up to the standards of 
the nations around you. 8 Therefore, I myself, the Sovereign Lord, am now your enemy. I will punish you 
publicly while all the nations watch. 
  
  
11a “As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I will cut you off completely. I will show you no pity at all  
  
  
7 
10 “The day of judgment is here; your destruction awaits! The people’s wickedness and pride have 
blossomed to full flower. 
11 Their violence has grown into a rod that will beat them for their wickedness. None of these proud 
and wicked people will survive. All their wealth and prestige will be swept away.  
  
13b For what God has said applies to everyone — it will not be changed! 
Not one person whose life is twisted by sin will ever recover.  
  
  
9 
1 Then the Lord thundered, “Bring on the men appointed to punish the city! Tell them to bring their 
weapons with them!” 2 Six men soon appeared from the upper gate that faces north, each carrying a 
deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man dressed in linen, who carried a writer’s case at his 
side. They all went into the Temple courtyard and stood beside the bronze altar.  
  
3 Then the glory of the God of Israel rose up from between the cherubim, where it had rested, and 
moved to the entrance of the Temple. And the Lord called to the man dressed in linen who was carrying 
the writer’s case. 4 He said to him, “Walk through the streets of Jerusalem and put a mark on the 
foreheads of all who weep and sigh because of the detestable sins being committed in their city.”  
  
5 Then I heard the Lord say to the other men, “Follow him through the city and kill everyone whose 
forehead is not marked. Show no mercy; have no pity! 6 Kill them all—old and young, girls and women 
and little children. But do not touch anyone with the mark. Begin right here at the Temple.”  
  
  
9a Then he said to me, “The sins of the people of Israel and Judah are very, very great. The entire land is 
full of murder; the city is filled with injustice.  
  
  



10 
18a Then the glory of the Lord moved out from the entrance of the Temple  
11:23 Then the glory of the Lord went up from the city and stopped above the mountain to the east. 
  
  
11 
12b For you have refused to obey my decrees and regulations; instead, you have copied the standards of 
the nations around you. 
  
  
12 
23b The time has come for every prophecy to be fulfilled! 
  
  
13 
3 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: What sorrow awaits the false prophets who are following their 
own imaginations and have seen nothing at all!’ 
  
4 “O people of Israel, these prophets of yours are like jackals digging in the ruins. 5 They have done 
nothing to repair the breaks in the walls around the nation. They have not helped it to stand firm in 
battle on the day of the Lord. 6 Instead, they have told lies and made false predictions. They say, ‘This 
message is from the Lord,’ even though the Lord never sent them. And yet they expect  him to fulfill their 
prophecies! 7 Can your visions be anything but false if you claim, ‘This message is from the Lord,’ when I 
have not even spoken to you? 
  
8 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: Because what you say is false and your visions are a 
lie, I will stand against you, says the Sovereign Lord. 9 I will raise my fist against all the prophets who see 
false visions and make lying predictions, and they will be banished from the community of Israel. I will 
*blot their names* from Israel’s record books, and they will never again set foot in their own land. Then 
you will know that I am the Sovereign Lord. 
  
10b these evil prophets deceive my people by saying, ‘All is peaceful’ when there is no peace at all! It’s 
as if the people have built a flimsy wall, and these prophets are trying to reinforce it by covering it with 
whitewash!  
  
false women prophets 
17 “Now, son of man, speak out against the women who prophesy from their own imaginations. 18a 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: What sorrow awaits you women who are ensnaring the souls of my 
people, young and old alike. ... 
19b By lying to my people who love to listen to lies, you kill those who should not die, and you promise 
life to those who should not live. 
  
  
14 
3 “Son of man, these leaders have set up idols[a] in their hearts. They have embraced things that will 
make them fall into sin. Why should I listen to their requests? 
  
  



16 
31b In fact, you have been worse than a prostitute, so eager for sin that you have not even demanded 
payment. 32 Yes, you are an adulterous wife who takes in strangers instead of her own husband. 33 
Prostitutes charge for their services—but not you! You give gifts to your lovers, bribing them to come 
and have sex with you. 34 So you are the opposite of other prostitutes. You pay your lovers instead of 
their paying you! 
  
59 “Now this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will give you what you deserve, for you have taken your 
solemn vows lightly by breaking your covenant. 
  
  
18 
24 However, if righteous people turn from their righteous behavior and start doing sinful things and act 
like other sinners, should they be allowed to live? No, of course not! All their righteous acts will be 
forgotten, and they will die for their sins. 
  
30 “Therefore, I will judge each of you, O people of Israel, according to your actions, says the Sovereign 
Lord. Repent, and turn from your sins. Don’t let them destroy you! 31 Put all your rebellion behind you, 
and find yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O people of Israel? 32 I don’t 
want you to die, says the Sovereign Lord. Turn back and live! 
  
20 
5-39 — a history of Israel's rebellion, beginning with Egypt 
  
16b Their hearts were given to their idols. 
  
21b They refused to keep my decrees and follow my regulations, even though obedience would have 
given them life. 
  
25 I gave them over to worthless decrees and regulations that would not lead to life. 26a I let them 
pollute themselves[c] with the very gifts I had given them 
  
32 “You say, ‘We want to be like the nations all around us 
  
33 As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I will rule over you with an iron fist in great anger and with 
awesome power. 
  
37 I will examine you carefully and hold you to the terms of the covenant. 38 I will purge you of all those 
who rebel and revolt against me. 
  
  
21  
1 Then this message came to me from the Lord: 2 “Son of man, turn and face Jerusalem and prophesy 
against Israel and her sanctuaries. 3 Tell her, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am your enemy, O Israel, and I 
am about to unsheath my sword to destroy your people—the righteous and the wicked alike. 4 Yes, I will 
cut off both the righteous and the wicked! 
  
  



22 
5 O infamous city, filled with confusion, you will be mocked by people far and near.  
  
6 “Every leader in Israel who lives within your walls is bent on murder. 7 Fathers and mothers are 
treated with contempt. Foreigners are forced to pay for protection. Orphans and widows are wronged 
and oppressed among you. 8 You despise my holy things and violate my Sabbath days of rest. 9 People 
accuse others falsely and send them to their death. You are filled with idol worshipers and people who 
do obscene things. 10 Men sleep with their fathers’ wives and force themselves on women who are 
menstruating. 11 Within your walls live men who commit adultery with their neighbors’ wives, who 
defile their daughters-in-law, or who rape their own sisters. 12 There are hired murderers, loan 
racketeers, and extortioners everywhere. They never even think of me and my commands, says the 
Sovereign Lord. 
  
16 And when I have been dishonored among the nations because of you,[b] you will know that I am the 
Lord.” 
  
  
33 
12 “Son of man, give your people this message: The righteous behavior of righteous people will not save 
them if they turn to sin, nor will the wicked behavior of wicked people destroy them if they repent and 
turn from their sins. 13 When I tell righteous people that they will live, but then they sin, expecting their 
past righteousness to save them, then none of their righteous acts will be remembered. I will destroy 
them for their sins. 14 And suppose I tell some wicked people that they will surely die, but then they 
turn from their sins and do what is just and right. 15 For instance, they might give back a debtor’s 
security, return what they have stolen, and obey my life-giving laws, no longer doing what is evil. If they 
do this, then they will surely live and not die. 16 None of their past sins will be brought up again, for they 
have done what is just and right, and they will surely live. 
  
31 So my people come pretending to be sincere and sit before you. They listen to your words, but they 
have no intention of doing what you say. Their mouths are full of lustful words, and their hearts seek 
only after money. 32 You are very entertaining to them, like someone who sings love songs with a 
beautiful voice or plays fine music on an instrument. They hear what you say, but they don’t act on it!  
  
  
34 
5 So my sheep have been scattered without a shepherd, and they are easy prey for any wild animal. 6 
They have wandered through all the mountains and all the hills, across the face of the earth, yet no one 
has gone to search for them. 
  
10a This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I now consider these shepherds my enemies, and I will hold 
them responsible for what has happened to my flock. 
  
  
  



HAGGAI 

  
2 
14 Then Haggai responded, “That is how it is with this people and this nation, says the Lord. Everything 
they do and everything they offer is defiled by their sin. 
  
  
ZECHARIAH 
  
7 
4 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies sent me this message in reply: 5 “Say to all your people and your priests, 
‘During these seventy years of exile, when you fasted and mourned in the summer and in early 
autumn,[d] was it really for me that you were fasting? 6 And even now in your holy festivals, aren’t you 
eating and drinking just to please yourselves? 
  
8 Then this message came to Zechariah from the Lord: 9 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: 
Judge fairly, and show mercy and kindness to one another. 10 Do not oppress widows, orphans, 
foreigners, and the poor. And do not scheme against each other.  
  
11 “Your ancestors refused to listen to this message. They stubbornly turned away and put their fingers 
in their ears to keep from hearing. 12 They made their hearts as hard as stone, so they could not hear 
the instructions or the messages that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies had sent them by his Spirit through 
the earlier prophets. That is why the Lord of Heaven’s Armies was so angry with them. 
  
13 “Since they refused to listen when I called to them, I would not listen when they called to me, says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 14 As with a whirlwind, I scattered them among the distant nations, where 
they lived as strangers. Their land became so desolate that no one even traveled through it. They turned 
their pleasant land into a desert. 
  
  
10 
2b So my people are wandering like lost sheep; they are attacked because they have no shepherd.  
3a “My anger burns against your shepherds,and I w ill punish these leaders. 
  
  
11 
10 Then I took my staff called Favor and cut it in two, showing that I had revoked the covenant I had 
made with all the nations. 11 That was the end of my covenant with them. The suffering flock was 
watching me, and they knew that the Lord was speaking through my actions. 
  
  
14  
1 Watch, for the day of the Lord is coming when your possessions will be plundered right in front of you! 
2 I will gather all the nations to fight against Jerusalem. The city will be taken, the houses looted, and the 
women raped. Half the population will be taken into captivity, and the rest will be left among the ruins 
of the city. 
  



MALACHI 

  
1 
6 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies says to the priests: “A son honors his father, and a servant respects his 
master. If I am your father and master, where are the honor and respect I deserve? 
  
8b Try giving gifts like that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 
  
10b I am not pleased with you,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “and I will not accept your offerings. 
11 But my name is honored[d] by people of other nations from morning till night. All around the world 
they offer[e] sweet incense and pure offerings in honor of my name. For my name is great among the 
nations,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
  
13 You say, ‘It’s too hard to serve the Lord,’ and you turn up your noses at my commands,” says the Lord 
of Heaven’s Armies. 
  
  
2 
5 “The purpose of my covenant with the Levites was to bring life and peace, and that is what I gave 
them. This required reverence from them, and they greatly revered me and stood in awe of my name. 6 
They passed on to the people the truth of the instructions they received from me. They did not lie or 
cheat; they walked with me, living good and righteous lives, and they turned many from lives of sin.  
  
7 “The words of a priest’s lips should preserve knowledge of God, and people should go to him for 
instruction, for the priest is the messenger of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 8 But you priests have left 
God’s paths. Your instructions have caused many to stumble into sin. You have corrupted the covenant I 
made with the Levites,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 9 “So I have made you despised and 
humiliated in the eyes of all the people. For you have not obeyed me but have shown favoritism in the 
way you carry out my instructions.” 
  
  
14 You cry out, “Why doesn’t the Lord accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because the Lord witnessed 
the vows you and your wife made when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though 
she remained your faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows. 
15 Didn’t the Lord make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are his.[b] And what does he 
want? Godly children from your union. So guard your heart; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. 
  
  
17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. “How have we wearied him?” you ask.  
You have wearied him by saying that all who do evil are good in the Lord’s sight, and he is pleased with 
them. 
  
  
3  



1 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are 
seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so 
eagerly, is surely coming,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
  
2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he 
appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes. 3 
He will sit like a refiner of silver, burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like 
gold and silver, so that they may once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the Lord. 4 Then once more 
the Lord will accept the offerings brought to him by the people of Judah and Jerusalem, as he did in the 
past. 
  
5 “At that time I will put you on trial. I am eager to witness against all sorcerers and adulterers and liars. 
I will speak against those who cheat employees of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, or 
who deprive the foreigners living among you of justice, for these people do not fear me,” says the Lord 
of Heaven’s Armies. 
  
  
6 “I am the Lord, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed. 7 
Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. Now 
return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.  
“But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’  
8 “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!  
“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’  
“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for your whole 
nation has been cheating me. 
  
  
14 “You have said, ‘What’s the use of serving God? What have we gained by obeying his commands or 
by trying to show the Lord of Heaven’s Armies that we are sorry for our sins? 15 From now on we will 
call the arrogant blessed. For those who do evil get rich, and those who dare God to punish them suffer 
no harm.’” 
  
  
4  
1 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies says, “The day of judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. On that day 
the arrogant and the wicked will be burned up like straw. They will be consumed—roots, branches, and 
all. 
  
2 “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings.[b] And 
you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. 
  
  
5 “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the Lord arrives. 6 His 
preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers. 
Otherwise I will come and strike the land with a curse.” 
 
 


