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Foreword 

Connecting the dots 
 
“Justice issues” are a hot topic these days, and a few 
of us think the subject has been too-long ignored in 
church life.  By neglecting the issue of justice, we are 
leaving out the full context and goal of the Gospel – 
and leaving ourselves open to God’s judgment. 
 
God has been waiting for us to return to the issue of 
justice, which is much closer to his heart than other 
topics we spend enormous amounts of time 
discussing.  
 
Unfortunately, much of today’s conversation about 
justice is shallow or ill-informed. Even some of the 
serious discussion has been framed in a war-weary 
“liberal vs. conservative” context: “Is social justice an 
essential part of the Gospel?”  
 
We are asking the wrong question.  My reading of the 
Bible is not so much that justice is part of the Gospel, 
but that the Gospel is about justice – restoring God’s 
original intention for his creation. 
 
The term ‘justice’ is used with all sorts of meanings, 
by all sorts of folks – from Mennonite seminary 
professors to Occupy Wall Street anarchists.  For 
some, justice is about taking wealth from those who 
have “too much” and putting it in someone else’s 
pocket.  For others, ‘justice’ means “I’m not getting 
what I think life owes me.”  To many Christians, 
justice is nothing more than bad people getting the 
punishment they deserve. 

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/05/08/gospel-about-gods-justice/


 
A biblical perspective says justice is God’s creation 
experiencing shalom (shaw-lome' – peace, well-being).  God 
created the world in shalom; humanity’s sin broke the 
shalom and brought all creation under a curse of 
slavery and brokenness.  To this day, every aspect of 
our lives, all God’s creation, is oppressed by powers 
that steal, kill, and destroy. 
 
God has been determined from the beginning to 
restore his shalom to all his creation.  The Bible is the 
story of what God has done to redeem us from 
captivity.  Salvation is God restoring shalom to 
individual lives and communities.  Abundant life here 
is as much a part of salvation as eternal life hereafter.  
Our mission as believers is to join God in establishing 
his “already but not yet” Kingdom of Justice as fully 
as possible in this broken world, pending its complete 
restoration when Jesus returns to bring in the new 
age. 
 
It may be that everyone else already understands this, 
but I labored for too many years under the mistaken 
belief that I could receive the reward of eternal life 
without doing justice for the poor and oppressed.  
Some of us have mistakenly believed that merely 
addressing the physical dimensions of injustice, 
without speaking to the need for rebirth, will 
somehow accomplish our assignment.  Some think 
holistic mission minimizes the proclamation of the 
Gospel.  We have been wrong.  Personal salvation 
and social justice are bound together.   
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/dikaiosune.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/kjv/shalowm.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/10-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/second-coming-of-christ.html


Salvation is a journey into God's justice, for 
individuals and communities.  The mission God has 
assigned to us is to attack injustice in every form – 
both spiritual lostness and physical oppression – until 
the day the Lord Jesus returns to bring ultimate 
justice to all creation.  Our message of life 
transformation combines the truth about God's 
saving love with knowledge about how to live an 
abundant life and walk in God's ways. 

The Lord has been working in my heart for decades 
to connect the dots between receiving salvation and 
doing justice.  This little book is an effort to show 
how those dots connect.  My prayer is that it helps 
someone else who is trying to understand. 

–––– 
Read more: The Gospel is about God’s justice. 

Mark Kelly

May 19, 2014 

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/05/08/gospel-about-gods-justice/
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Introduction 

Why do so many care so little?   
  
“… A friend of the worst sort of sinners.” (Matthew 
11:19b) 
 
Jesus befriended outcasts, healed lepers, and gave 
hope to broken souls.  He made it very clear his 
followers were to love people in need – the hungry, 
homeless, ill-clothed, sick, and imprisoned.   
 
Generations of passionate disciples took the good 
news of the Kingdom into the darkest nooks and 
crannies of the world, near and far.  They put their 
lives on the line to help the poor, establish justice for 
slaves and women, build schools and hospitals, and 
take the gospel of salvation through Jesus to people 
who had never heard.   
 
In the West, we have seen, in more recent years, 
periods of Great Awakening that inspired people to 
lay aside their lives and endure great hardship – even 
die – for the cause of advancing God's Kingdom.   
 
But something has happened.   
 
Great cathedrals now draw only curious tourists.  
Wealthy Christian institutions minimize risk and 
carefully monitor investments to maximize return.  
Aging congregations gather wearily for routine 
activities.  Enthusiastic crowds celebrate salvation for 
an hour, then go back to living their own lives for 
another 167.   

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/11-19.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/11-19.html
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Meanwhile desperate parents sell their children to 
traffickers.  Babies die from bug bites or bad water.  
Young men turn to crime because they see no other 
path to prosperity. Single young mothers despair of 
giving their children hope for the future.  Our sisters 
in distant lands are raped and our brothers 
slaughtered simply because they bear the name 
'Christian.' Vast multitudes across the globe eke out a 
meager existence without any hope for this life or the 
next.    
 
And millions of Christians give only the tiniest 
fraction of their treasure for benevolence – and even 
less of their time and talent.  We go blithely about our 
own business, preoccupied with our own problems, 
as if the plight of others has nothing to do with us.  
We place greater value on our own well-being and 
reputation than on personally taking the light of 
God’s saving love into the world’s dark corners. 
 
What has happened that so many of us care so little 
for the poor and oppressed?  Why do we so resist 
getting close to the lost and the broken and helping 
them fight their way to the freedom God created 
them to enjoy?   
 
Who among us would the whisperers label “a friend 
of the worst sort of sinners”?   
 
The Gospel has always spread most powerfully 
among the poor, outcast, and oppressed.  However, 
when Christians in the West began to benefit from 
growing wealth and comfort, we forgot the Lord's 
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admonition to Israelites entering the Land of 
Promise: “Beware that in your plenty you do not 
forget the Lord your God and disobey his commands, 
regulations, and laws.” 
 
I have read too many Bible passages that I never hear 
us talk about.  Puzzling, discomforting passages that 
would get a pastor fired if he were to so much as 
mention them.  Passages that demand we count the 
cost of subverting evil and pursue the Kingdom 
above our own needs.  Passages that warn us we 
cannot be complacent about injustice and still think 
we will be welcomed into the New Jerusalem.   
 
I want to see more of us – myself especially – 
embrace an authentically self-denying, other-loving 
faith that deliberately sets out to transform individual 
lives and entire communities.  I want us to recover a 
biblical passion for Kingdom justice that frees the 
poor and oppressed.  I want to see rank-and-file 
believers getting their hands dirty in service to others, 
practicing spiritual disciplines, and living counter-
culturally holy lives.   
 
I want all of us to experience such profound life-
change that we cannot help but tell others, near and 
far, the good news that God offers us new lives – not 
only eternal in the next life, but abundant in this one.   
 
I want us to understand why so many of us care so 
little about people in need.   
 
There are, no doubt, many factors that contribute to 
our complacency.  I want to suggest a root cause: 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/deuteronomy/8-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/new-jerusalem.html
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People haven't actually been told the whole story 
about what it means to be saved.  Perhaps a 
fragmentary understanding of the Gospel gives 
people false assurance about salvation and leaves 
them vulnerable to complacency.  Perhaps we have 
divorced the teaching of Jesus and Paul from the 
Hebrew witness about redemption of souls in 
captivity.  Perhaps we are in captivity to our culture in 
ways that make us think “doing justice” has nothing 
to do with the Gospel and salvation. 
 
That, at least, is where I have found myself.  If even 
part of what I've said above is true, finding a more 
biblical understanding of redemption and mission is 
essential for the spiritual health of congregations and 
individual believers, not to mention advancing the 
Kingdom of God.  I won't pretend to understand 
much about any of this, except that many of us don’t 
realize we are in deep trouble when it comes to 
salvation.   
 
So, read and ponder.  Listen to the Spirit and decide 
for yourself.   
 
It only matters if you want to be saved.   
 
–––– 
Think about it 
Why are some Christians complacent about the needs 
of the poor and oppressed?  
 
Why do you think we are reluctant to get personally 
involved in helping lost and broken souls make new 
lives for themselves? 
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GETTING REAL 

LoveLoud in New Orleans 
Sue Yocum thought the man was crazy.  He had 
approached her in Washington Square Park during 
one of her daily strolls with her daughter, Lena, who 
was only seven months old.  “Your baby is very 
pretty,” the man had said.  The proud mother 
thanked him, but his next comment took her by 
surprise.  “Can I buy her?” he asked.  Click here to read 
more. 

  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/06/09/loveloud-new-orleans-baptist-friendship-house-namb/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/06/09/loveloud-new-orleans-baptist-friendship-house-namb/
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1  The journey begins ‘in the beginning’ 
 
Every journey begins with a first step.  Every story 
starts “in the beginning.” 
 
This story – like this journey – is no exception. 
 
The Bible’s very first words: “In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.”  
 
Before God spoke, nothingness.   
 
Then God speaks: “Light.”  
 
The Creator separates light from darkness.  Then 
come sky and land.  Then plants and trees, followed 
by sun, moon, and stars.  Then fish, birds, and 
animals.   Finally God said, “Let us make people in 
our image, to be like ourselves.” 
 
God created everything – you included.  Some deny 
that and insist it is all accident and coincidence, but 
the evidence – and our hearts – say otherwise. 
 
And if God Almighty creates, what sort of creation is 
the result? 
 
Genesis 1:31 tells us: “Then God looked over all he 
had made, and he saw that it was excellent in every 
way.” 
 
“Excellent in every way.” 
 

http://pbrd.wordpress.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/genesis/1-31.html
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In the Bible’s original language, the word translated 
“excellent” means “good, pleasant, agreeable.” It 
implies being in a place where people are glad, happy, 
and prosperous, where the world is right, where 
everyone enjoys well-being, prosperity, and happiness.  
Every need is met. 
 
Sounds like heaven on earth, doesn’t it?  A place of 
harmony and wholeness where each life – including 
yours – has meaning and purpose.  A place of 
freedom from sickness and death, from greed and 
hatred, from oppression and injustice of every kind.   
 
One commenter says God’s fresh creation was “free 
of problems, full of promise …  a majestic display of 
power and purpose …  bathed in innocence.”  God 
designed his world to work in a certain way, within a 
particular set of relationships – between himself and 
humanity, between people and the rest of creation, 
between the man and woman and their descendants. 
 
The way God created the world reflects who he is.  
The creation story reveals God’s vision for the life he 
intended us to enjoy.  It describes how things should 
be.  It defines the ultimate justice only God can 
provide: wholeness of life and body; harmony in right 
relationships; prosperity, success, and fulfillment; and 
victory over the enemy of all that is good. 
 
This is peace and justice … true and complete. 
 
If you look around you – or in the mirror – you know 
this isn’t the way the world is now.  If you have read 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/towb-2.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0842384936/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0842384936&linkCode=as2&tag=counter-20
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the Bible, you know what happened to destroy the 
peace – and what God did to open a way back. 
 
There is more to this story than the first chapter, 
more to this journey than the first step. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
If you could rid the world of one evil, what would it 
be? Why? 
 
GETTING REAL 

More than income for her family 
Uncertainty rocked Vanna Keo* after her husband 
accepted Christ.  She had never met any Christians 
before, and now her husband was one.  After Keo 
accepted Christ as well, their Muslim community 
turned against them and the family fell upon hard 
times.  Click here to read more. 
 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2014/01/19/more-than-income-for-her-family/
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2  Whispers of rebellion in the Garden 
 
Humanity took its first step into a harmonious world 
of true peace and justice. 
 
The second step was a killer. 
 
The freedom to be at peace with God and the world 
also included the freedom to make choices – 
including bad ones.  Mankind was free to go its own 
way, to seek its own fortunes, rather than enjoy the 
prosperity God had created for them. 
 
Do you know the story? 
 
The Creator gave Adam and Eve permission to eat 
the fruit of any tree in the garden, except one – the 
tree of knowing good and evil.  His warning was clear: 
“If you eat it, you will surely die.” 
 
But a voice of rebellion whispered in the garden: “Did 
God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the 
garden?  …  If you eat that tree’s fruit, you won't die!  
Your eyes will be opened.  You will become just like 
God, knowing everything.” 
 
And the man and woman were free to listen, free to 
disobey God, and free to live with the consequences. 
 
Mankind’s choice?  To listen to the Tempter.  To 
abandon the roles ordained for us by the Creator.  To 
rebel against the way God had created the world to 
work.  To seek our own destiny. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/genesis/passage.aspx?q=genesis+2:15-25;genesis+3:1-24
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The consequences?  Shock waves rumbled across the 
universe.  The harmony was shattered.  Peace would 
dissolve into war.  Freedom would give way to 
slavery, prosperity to poverty.  Oppression, sickness, 
greed, and hatred would sweep through the human 
soul.  Living souls, created in the image of God, 
would be shattered in every way. 
 
Mankind chose rebellion over relationship that day, 
and God banished us from heaven on earth. 
 
Every generation since has suffered because the man 
and woman believed an attractive lie: “You can be 
God.  You are gods.  You will be gods if you ….” 
Each generation continues to believe its own versions 
of the attractive lie. 
 
God had created a good world designed to work in a 
certain way, but humanity broke the harmony and 
ruined the relationship.  By choosing deception – and 
the brokenness that comes with rebellion – people 
enslaved themselves to their lusts and passions.  “You 
deserve a break today.” “Obey your thirst.” “If it feels 
good, do it.” “If you don’t want it, if it’s inconvenient, 
kill it.” 
 
A rebellious spirit makes us vulnerable to deception.  
Disobedience leaves us broken.  When God’s peace is 
broken, his justice is lost, and all we have left is 
captivity and oppression. 
 
And the most insidious captivity of all is the one in 
which the slave thinks himself free. 
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We see so much meanness in the world, and we each 
feel insignificant and powerless – just one little person 
who hasn’t accomplished what he thought he would.  
We become skilled at keeping up appearances, even 
able to deceive ourselves, but down deep we each 
know a monster lives in our private place.  Every one 
of us is broken.  Each one suffers in her own 
captivity.  Each heart is dark. 
 
Oppression breeds would-be oppressors.  Broken 
souls feel compelled to lord it over other broken 
souls.  We who have believed attractive lies, in turn 
tell attractive lies to gain power over others.  We will 
resort to brute force to get what we want, if we think 
we can get away with it. 
 
In my heart’s dark place, I am a would-be oppressor.  
I am only too willing to rebel against God's ways.  
There is no wickedness I cannot rationalize, if I 
believe I will get what I want.  There is no evil I 
cannot ignore, if I believe I will be better off. 
 
I am broken.  My biggest problem is that a broken 
person cannot fix himself.  I need someone to rescue 
me. 
 
As do you. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
In what ways have you seen lives destroyed by 
rebellion against God’s ways? 
 
What is the most destructive “attractive lie” people 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/psalms/14.html
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believe? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Don’t give up the fight against trafficking! 
Zeina* had been on the streets of Hamburg, 
Germany, for several years.  She longs for her 
children to have a better life than she has had.  Zeina 
works hard to provide that for them, but her “work” 
led her to the streets. Zeina wants out.  She 
recognizes that this life is not a good one.  But getting 
out is not as easy as it sounds.  Click here to read more. 
 

  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2014/01/08/dont-give-up-the-fight-against-trafficking/


19 
 

3  God’s agenda is rescue 
 
God’s beloved children had turned their backs on him 
and walked away.   
 
Some of us understand all too well what a father or 
mother feels when our precious child ignores our 
loving counsel and chooses evil over good.  She cuts 
herself off from our care.  We watch her suffer the 
awful consequences of bad choices.  Perhaps she even 
falls under the control of someone who abuses and 
exploits her. 
 
It breaks your heart, and you will not rest until the 
two of you are reconciled and she is restored to a life 
that is full and free.  The deepest desire of your heart 
is to rescue her. 
 
That is no small task, and if you are God and the 
wayward child is the entire human race, no small 
solution will suffice. 
 
God’s agenda is rescue – restoration of our broken 
lives and chaotic world to the peace he originally 
intended.  His mission is nothing less than bringing us 
all back, full circle, to the lives of peace and justice he 
created us to enjoy. 
 
Coming full circle is the literal definition of 
‘revolution,’ and revolution is precisely what God is 
up to in the world – and in your life. 
 
Evil rules this world because broken children are bent 
on stubborn self-seeking.  God’s enemy is determined 

http://godsrevolution.wordpress.com/
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to steal and destroy our lives.  We enslave ourselves 
to that enemy by believing the attractive lie.  Each 
one of us is trying to save his own life, and we only 
fall farther into the brokenness and captivity. 
 
We need someone to rescue us.  Someone who is 
stronger than the chaos and darkness that overwhelm 
us.  Someone who is strong enough to restore true 
peace and justice in our lives. 
 
Who else can do that but the God who created the 
peace and justice in the first place? 
 
God’s mission is to rescue his lost children from their 
slavery – to rescue us from ourselves and restore our 
lives.  Each child rescued and restored brings the 
whole world one step closer to the harmony God 
created in the first place.  Each rescued and restored 
child joins the ranks of revolutionaries God is using 
to undermine the power of evil in the world. 
 
Each child will walk with God the way Adam and Eve 
did in the Garden.  Each child will love mercy and do 
justice. In the Bible’s original language, ‘mercy’ is an 
attitude of unconditional, unchanging compassion for 
others; ‘justice’ is when everything is the way God 
intends it to be. 
 
Loving mercy and doing justice means giving 
ourselves wholeheartedly to the hard work of helping 
God’s lost children find freedom and experience the 
shalom peace the God of Justice created them to enjoy. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/micah/6-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/micah/6-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/checed.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/mishpat.html
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Most people in the world know nothing of God’s 
shalom peace and justice.  In the poorest quarters of 
the earth, families scrape to survive and children die 
of easily preventable diseases.  Behind closed doors, 
women, girls, and boys are treated like slaves and 
abused for the pleasure of selfish men.  Even in the 
richest neighborhoods, “more” is never “enough” 
and the abundance of possessions never satisfies. 
 
Even in the midst of great wealth, we can still be 
enslaved. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
How would a parent feel if their child fell into a 
destructive lifestyle?    
 
What would a parent give up for that child to be 
saved and restored? 
 
GETTING REAL 

The sounds of war echo in the children’s ears 
With dirt on her face, the small girl shyly approached 
the crowd holding a pack of lighters for sale.  Barely 
reaching the height of an adult’s waist, she glanced 
upward at passersby asking in Arabic if they would 
purchase one of her multicolored lighters.  When 
asked how old she was, she responded shyly that she 
was 4.  Click here to read more. 
 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2014/03/11/syria-sounds-of-war-echo-in-childrens-ears-refugees/
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4  God redeems captives 
 
The children of Abraham lived as slaves in the midst 
of Egypt’s great wealth.   
 
Perhaps their lot was not quite as awful as that of 
slaves in other places and times.  On their long, hard 
journey toward the Land of Promise, the Israelites 
reminisced about the good life in Egypt: Sitting 
around pots of meat and eating all the food they 
wanted.  An abundance of cucumbers, melons, leeks, 
onions, garlic, and fish they used to eat “for free.” 
 
But they were slaves nonetheless.  Oppressed with 
back-breaking labor.  Treated like animals.  Far from 
their homeland.  All their time and energy spent filling 
someone else’s pocket.  Not free to leave.  Not free to 
prosper. 
 
And God said, “I have certainly seen the oppression 
of my people in Egypt.  I have heard their cries of 
distress because of their harsh slave drivers.  Yes, I 
am aware of their suffering.  So I have come down to 
rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and 
lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and 
spacious land.  It is a land flowing with milk and 
honey.” 
 
When the Jews of Jesus’ time talked about God 
redeeming them, they weren’t just talking about being 
saved from the penalty of sin.  When Israel thought 
about God’s salvation, they remembered when Jewish 
slaves in Egypt cried out for God to deliver them 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/exodus/16-3.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/numbers/11-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/exodus/passage.aspx?q=exodus+3:7-8
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from oppression and the Almighty acted to set them 
free. 
 
When God set the people free, it was to take them to 
the Land of Promise, a place of prosperity and 
security, a place where they could walk in God’s ways 
and together live the abundant life of shalom peace and 
justice that God created all people to enjoy. 
 
Today, the good news is that God still hears the cries 
of broken people in captivity.  God stands ready to 
deliver slaves from the powers that crush them.  
God’s intention is to restore his children to lives that 
are full, free, and forever.  Not just eternal life in a 
world to come – as wonderful a promise as that is – 
but abundant life of peace, prosperity, and purpose in 
this world. 
 
When God redeems captives, we are saved in every 
way.  God liberates us from all captivity of every kind.  
Life under God’s shalom is life transformed in every 
respect.  We are free to enjoy the love of our Creator 
and to experience the joy of living the way he 
intended us to live. 
 
When God redeems us from captivity and brings us 
to our Land of Promise, we enjoy the justice God has 
brought into our lives.  And we are free to do justice 
for other slaves – allowing God to use us so they can 
be set free from oppression as well, and experience 
the new life that is full, free, and forever. 
 
Words like that may not resonate with a free people 
who live in the midst of great wealth, in a country 
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shaped toward justice by Christian heritage.  Middle-
class American Christians do not readily grasp the 
significance of abundant life as part of redemption 
and salvation.  What does the Gospel have to do with 
social justice anyway?   
 
If those privileged Christians, however, enter even a 
shallow relationship with people who live in extreme 
poverty, or in a culture unprotected by Christian 
values, they will quickly understand how much they 
take for granted.  They begin to realize how much 
they actually know about how a person makes a place 
for himself in the world and what just social 
relationships look like.  They realize that poverty and 
oppression thrive when no one has a relationship with 
a person who knows how to live prosperous and free. 
 
Poverty and oppression have as much to do with the 
lack of redemptive relationships as anything else.  In a 
community without healthy role models of prosperity, 
everyone assumes poverty and crime are normal.  In a 
neighborhood where no one truly knows a poor 
person, everyone assumes abundance is normal and 
poverty is the result of sin or laziness. 
 
And oppression thrives everywhere. 
 
The economic and moral disintegration of the United 
States will change everything for convictional 
American Christians.  When we are no longer a 
privileged people, economically and socially, we will 
better understand the needs of the poor and 
oppressed and appreciate how salvation and 
redemption apply to the realities of everyday life. 
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And we will realize how much we have to offer a 
person who simply needs a personal relationship with 
someone who understands what it means to be 
redeemed and knows how to be restored to the full, 
free, and forever life. 
 
When God redeemed the children of Abraham from 
slavery, he sent a man named Yehoshuah (Joshua – 
“God is salvation”) to lead them into the Land of 
Promise. 
 
When, in the Land of Promise, the Israelites 
stubbornly continued giving themselves over into new 
captivities, God sent another one named Yehoshuah 
to save once and for all. 
 
We call him Jesus. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
What barriers keep middle-class Christians from 
helping people escape poverty? 
 
What obstacles keep people in poverty from making 
better lives for themselves? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Helping Wichita’s families in crisis 
At-risk children are a key part of the commitment 
City Life church in Wichita, Kansas, to the more than 
600,000 people who live in the metro area.  The 
church sends out “Gospel-driven, city-focused people 
to declare and demonstrate the Gospel to the people 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/deuteronomy/passage.aspx?q=deuteronomy+31:7-8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/iesous.html
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of our city.”  City Life members are involved with 
families in crisis, including personal involvement in 
the city’s foster care network.  Click here to read more.  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2014/01/10/atrisk-children-city-life-church-wichita/
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5  Lion of Judah, Lamb of God 
 
The Jewish people saw God as their ultimate King, 
and they yearned for the day when his ultimate rule 
would be established on the earth again.  They kept 
looking for the Almighty to send the new Yehoshuah, 
who would overcome the rebellion against God’s 
ways, save his people from their captivity, and return 
the earth to the shalom peace and justice God 
intended. 
 
The Jews lived many years under the thumb of 
foreign kings.  They fondly remembered their great 
king, David, whose tribe, Judah, used a lion as their 
family crest.  God had promised another, even greater 
king would come from David’s line, so the Jews were 
looking for “the Lion of Judah” to come deliver 
them, once and for all, from foreign oppression. 
 
But the need for salvation runs deeper than our 
external circumstances.  Humanity’s problem began 
with – and continues to be – our stubborn, self-
seeking hearts.  God had promised the people a great 
king, but he also had promised to change their minds 
and hearts.  They would walk in his ways and live out 
his justice, because he would write his laws on their 
hearts.  
 
God did send the Lion of Judah to deliver the people 
from oppression, but he also reached back even 
farther into Israel’s history for a type of rescuer who 
could deliver slaves from the captivity in their own 
hearts. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+31:31-34
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+31:31-34
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When the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt, God sent 
a leader named Moses to demand that the king of 
Egypt set the people free.  When Pharaoh refused, 
God sent a series of punishments on the country.  
When Pharaoh still refused to release his slaves, God 
sent an angel to strike dead the firstborn of every 
household.  To protect the Israelites, Moses told 
them to offer God the sacrifice of a lamb and paint 
the doorpost of their homes with the lamb’s blood.  
The blood of the lamb would save those families 
from punishment.  The angel of death would pass 
over their homes. 
 
The Lion of Judah, sent by God to deliver the Jews 
from oppression, also was the Lamb of God, whose 
sacrifice could protect people from death and give 
them new minds and hearts. 
 
The first Yehoshuah had led the children of Abraham 
to the Land of Promise, but they were unable to live 
there in shalom because of their stubborn, self-seeking 
hearts.  The second Yehoshuah – Lion of Judah, 
Lamb of God – would give them new hearts and 
make it possible to live in shalom. 
 
When Jesus – the second Yehoshuah – came, he 
announced good news to the people: The time has 
come for God to keep his promise!  The Kingdom of 
God has arrived!   
 
To enter God’s kingdom, Jesus called on the people 
to do two things: Turn from their sins and believe the 
good news. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/1-15.html
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–––– 
Think about it 
In what ways have you needed to be rescued from 
external circumstances? 
 
How would that rescue be helped by God giving you 
a new heart? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Practical skills and life lessons in Tibet 
Lujung Dhopa understands loneliness.  Widowed at 
age 20 after her husband of six years died in a 
Himalayan snowstorm, the ethnic Tibetan woman 
had nowhere to turn.  As one of the rare followers of 
Jesus – fewer than 2 percent of ethnic Tibetans 
identify themselves as Christian – Lujung felt God’s 
presence through the early days of her grief.  “With 
my God, I cried to my God.  I talked to my God.  My 
God stayed with me,” she says.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/06/23/micro-business-practical-skills-and-life-lessons-in-tibet/
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6  ‘Turn from your sins’ 
 
“Turn from your sins.” 
 
A simple command.  Only four words.  But this is 
some of the deepest, most profound truth in the 
entire Bible. 
 
Sin is about breaking God’s law.  God’s law protects 
his creation – including people – and defines how the 
world is supposed to work.  Breaking that law violates 
the shalom peace and justice that is supposed to rule 
God’s creation.  God’s standard of justice is the 
highest imaginable.  When we make choices that fall 
short of that ideal, we miss the mark. 
 
Sin appeals to our weakness for attractive lies.  The 
object tempting us might even be a good thing – such 
as control, significance, or comfort – yet in some way 
it falls short of God’s shalom. 
 
The heart of sin is rebellion against God and his ways.  
Stubborn self-seeking sets us in opposition to the 
Creator King.  We make ourselves God’s enemies. 
 
Not a bad thing to turn from. 
 
So what does it mean to “turn”? 
 
In the Bible’s original language, the word means “to 
change your mind or purpose for the better.” The 
older Jewish idea involves deep feelings of regret that 
lead to a change of attitude toward God, and an 
action of turning away from sin and turning toward 

http://www.authenticmanhood.com/blog/a-preview-of-session-1-volume-3-a-man-and-his-traps
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/kjv/metanoeo.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/kjv/shuwb.html
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God.  The result of such a profound change is that 
someone who has made himself God’s enemy is 
forgiven, rather than punished. 
 
If you have hung out much with church people, or 
read pretty much any of the English translations of 
the Bible, you have seen the word ‘repent’ used here.  
One of the greatest experts on Bible languages called 
that translation “a linguistic and theological tragedy.”  
He said that because ‘repentance’ is mostly about 
feeling sorry for what you have done.  Think 
‘penitent’ and ‘penitentiary.’ 
 
The word in the Bible’s original language means so 
much more than that.  We don’t have an English 
word for what we are talking about.  'Turn' doesn't 
actually get much closer than 'repent.' 
 
The word being translated is metanoeo (met-an-o-eh'-o), a 
Greek word that signifies a radical a change of mind.  
Just how radical a change can be seen by looking at a 
related word, metamorphoo (met-am-or-fo'-o).  We get our 
English word ‘metamorphosis’ from that Greek root.  
Metamorphosis is a radical change of form – like a 
caterpillar becoming a butterfly. 
 
If metamorphosis is a radical change of form, how 
radical a change of mind would metanoeo be? 
 
Nothing short of revolutionary!  Coming back full 
circle to the shalom relationship with God we had 
before that first sin in the Garden.  Actually 
experiencing God’s promise to write his law on the 
hearts of his people.  Jesus talked about being “born 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/robertsons-word-pictures/2-corinthians/2-corinthians-7-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/metanoeo.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/metamorphoo.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/3-3.html
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again.”  The apostle Paul talked about becoming new 
creatures: “The old life is gone.  A new life has 
begun!”  
 
This is the ultimate revolution! And where do you 
find this revolution’s Freedom Square?  Paul says: 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
 
Metanoeo. 
 
A person who has experienced such a revolution 
must live differently.  His relationship with God and 
others changes completely.  Instead of seeking self, a 
person focuses on the way his Creator intended the 
world to be.  Instead of doing things her way, she sets 
her mind and heart on the way God’s kingdom works.  
Instead of going about his own business, he gives first 
priority to the Father’s business. 
 
This God-seeking revolution against the self-seeking 
world must begin in each individual’s heart.  But 
recognizing my own sinful brokenness and allowing 
God to transform my mind is not the end of the 
matter.  No longer God’s enemy, I have become 
God’s friend.  A friend of God is an enemy of 
captivity, oppression, and injustice.  God’s intention 
for every soul, for all his creation, is shalom.  If I am 
God’s friend, I must be an agent of his shalom 
revolution.  Where any lost child of God suffers 
because of human brokenness, my mission is to bring 
God’s justice into that oppression. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/2-corinthians/5-17.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/2-corinthians/5-17.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nas/romans/12-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/6-33.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/6-33.html
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Turning toward God means turning against sin – 
fighting my own captivity, setting other captives free. 
 
The bad news, of course, about “Turn from your 
sins” is that broken people cannot fix themselves.  
Summon every ounce of your will power, and all you 
can do is try harder.  A caterpillar does not become a 
butterfly by gritting his teeth and grunting.  In the 
battle against sin in my broken heart, and sin in this 
broken world, I am as good as dead. 
 
The good news is that there is Good News. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
What “caterpillar becomes butterfly” change have you 
experienced – or need to experience – in your life?  
 
Have others helped you make that kind of change? If 
so, how did they help?  
 
GETTING REAL 

‘Railway boys’ in India find a home 
Life for boys living in India’s railway stations is a real-
life “Hunger Games.”  If they don’t fight, they’ll be 
killed.  If they don’t find food and survive in this 
arena, they’ll starve on the train tracks.  Click here to 
read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/07/05/railway-boys-india-home/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/07/05/railway-boys-india-home/
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7  ‘Believe this good news!’ 
 
“Believe this good news!” 
 
Once again, a simple, four-word command.  Once 
again, profound truth. 
 
And once again, English simply doesn’t do justice to 
the original language of the Bible. 
 
To us, ‘believe’ means “to accept something said or 
proposed … as true.”  The problem is that ‘believe’ 
meant something very different 400 years ago when 
King James’ scholars were translating the Bible into 
English.  Back then, ‘believe’ wasn’t only about 
agreeing a statement was true.  The word meant “to 
cherish” or “to hold dear.” It was rooted in a German 
word that meant “to love.” 
 
The Bible words evoked the idea of standing firm, 
trusting, being faithful, stable, and steadfast.  In the 
Jewish scripture, they spoke about personally 
encountering and obeying Almighty God because he 
had promised to bless those who walk in his ways. 
 
One big difference between English and the Bible’s 
original languages is that the Bible languages 
connected ‘faith’ and ‘believe’ in a way that isn’t 
apparent in English.  The Greek noun pistis (pis'-tis), 
for example, had a verb form, pisteuo (pist-yoo'-o).  
English speakers might say someone “has faith” 
(noun), but it would sound odd to us to say someone 
“faithed” (verb). 
 

http://www.chambersharrap.co.uk/
https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/crown-of-english-bibles
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/special_topics/believe_faith_trust_ot.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/pistis.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/pisteuo.html
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King James’ translators needed an English action 
word that had a similar meaning to pisteuo.  They 
chose ‘believe’ because to them that word 
communicated heartfelt love and dedication.  A better 
choice for us today might be the word ‘trust,’ which 
holds much more power for us as an action word 
than ‘believe.’ 
 
It’s one thing for me to say “I believe him.” Saying “I 
trust him,” however, takes the conversation to a 
whole new level.   
 
An army general might say, “Our best strategy is to 
attack the enemy here.  We will break through his 
defenses very easily, with few casualties.” A soldier 
can easily say, “Yes, I believe that’s true.” It’s an 
entirely different matter, however, for that soldier to 
trust the general, pick up his weapon, and head for 
enemy lines.  Before, the soldier was just nodding his 
head in agreement.  Now he is obeying a commander 
who has told him to take a risk that could well cost 
him his life. 
 
Trusting Jesus is more than believing a truth about 
Jesus.  Yes, we start by accepting the truth that Jesus 
was God in the flesh and that the Almighty raised him 
from the dead.  But Jesus also is the one who said the 
way to find your life is to lose it for his sake.  He is 
the one who said that, even as God in the flesh, he 
did not come to be served, but to serve others – and 
to give up his life as a ransom for many. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/romans/passage.aspx?q=romans+10:9-10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/16-25.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/10-45.html
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Jesus “faithed” God so much that he followed God’s 
command into a situation where he knew he would 
die in a horribly painful way. 
 
That’s the level of trust Jesus is calling for when he 
tells us to “Believe this good news.” 
 
And what is the good news he is telling us to give our 
lives for? 
 
The Jewish people had been waiting for generations 
for the second Yehoshuah to deliver them from 
captivity and oppression.  Time after time, they 
allowed themselves to be deceived by attractive lies 
and fell into one sort of captivity or another. 
 
But Almighty God had promised shalom.  In their 
better moments, the people knew God could be 
trusted to keep his promise.  And they waited. 
 
Finally, Jesus arrives on the scene, announcing that 
the time has finally come.  In his hometown, he 
stands before a congregation and quotes one of the 
ancient prophets, saying God has appointed him “to 
preach Good News to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind 
will see, that the downtrodden will be freed from their 
oppressors, and that the time of the Lord's favor has 
come.” 
 
One of Jesus’ closest followers said Jesus fulfilled a 
prediction of that ancient prophet, that God would 
put his Spirit on his Beloved Servant “and he will 
proclaim justice to the nations.  …  He will not crush 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/passage.aspx?q=isaiah+42:1-4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/passage.aspx?q=isaiah+42:1-4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+4:14-21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+12:17-21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+12:17-21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/krisis.html
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those who are weak, or quench the smallest hope, 
until he brings full justice with his final victory.  And 
his name will be the hope of all the world.” 
 
To broken people waiting for new life, to slaves 
waiting for the power of captivity to be broken, this 
was the best news ever! 
 
Jesus says, “Be transformed and trust this good 
news!” 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
When has trusting someone required you to take a big 
risk? 
 
How did you decide you needed to take that risk?  
 
GETTING REAL 

True life transformation for impoverished girls 
The small, ramshackle “home” sits just feet from the 
edge of railroad tracks.  The house made of 
corrugated tin, bamboo, plastic tarps and wood is one 
small room shared by a family of six.  The roof leaks 
when it rains and looks in danger of collapsing.  But 
this home is all 10-year-old Farjana’s family can – 
barely – afford.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/11/08/true-life-transformation-for-impoverished-girls/
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8  Our journey toward salvation 
 
The journey Jesus faced was far from easy. 
 
Since he was a child, Jesus understood he had a 
mission in life.  Taking up his work as a traveling 
teacher meant leaving family, friends, and livelihood.  
He walked perhaps 20 miles a day in all kinds of 
weather.  Some people rejected his message, even 
family and lifelong friends.  Others pursued him 
relentlessly, in hopes of being healed or seeing a 
miracle.  His ragtag band of disciples left everything 
behind as well.  None of them had a place to call their 
own. 
 
How much harder, then, that Jesus knew his destiny!  
He had studied the prophet Isaiah’s words about a 
suffering servant and a lamb led to slaughter.  He 
understood he was the one Isaiah was talking about. 
 
But Jesus also knew his destiny was more than an 
agonizing death to save people from their sin.  He 
knew the Jewish scripture also promised God would 
not allow his Servant to molder in the grave.  Jesus 
boldly predicted he would rise from the dead.  He 
knew that every step of his journey brought him that 
much closer to his destination.  His death would 
conquer death for all humanity.  The power of God 
would bring new life to his bloodied corpse – and 
countless caterpillars held captive in their cocoons 
would be transformed. 
 
Because God kept his promise to Jesus and raised 
him from the dead, a world full of oppressed souls 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+2:41-49
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+2:41-49
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+9:57-62
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+9:57-62
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/53.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/1-21.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/psalms/16-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+2:14-24
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can experience new life and set out on their own 
journey toward shalom.  By learning to live the way 
God created them to live, they can walk in God’s 
paths and experience the joy, harmony, and well-
being we all are meant to enjoy. 
 
The journey is easier for us than it was for Jesus, and 
his journey shows us how to make our own.  We also 
must value our Kingdom mission over family, friends, 
and livelihood.  The self-seeking enemies of God 
hated Jesus, and his followers can expect to be hated 
as well.  There is an easier path, Jesus said – a broad 
road traveled by many souls – but it leads to 
destruction.  The only road into God’s kingdom is a 
narrow way.  Because that journey is so hard, very few 
travel that road. 
 
Those who take Jesus up on his invitation – “Follow 
me!” – discover a completely different way of living.  
God’s power begins a process of setting us free from 
captivities and oppressions.  Wise advice – from the 
Bible and mature Christians – teaches us how to live 
an abundant life.  Everything changes: what we do 
with our time, how we relate to others, the way we 
provide for ourselves and others, how we handle the 
talent and resources God has given us. 
 
Walking in God’s paths does not come naturally, but 
as new creatures learn, we are progressively 
transformed.  Jesus’ disciples learned as they walked 
with him on the journey.  Jesus told them no student 
is greater than his teacher, but he also promised that 
every student who works hard will be like his teacher 
when the journey is over. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/14-26.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/14-26.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+7:13-14
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/apoleia.html
http://www.celebraterecovery.com/site-map/message-from-rick-warren
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/6-40.html
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When I was a child, I thought of salvation as simply a 
one-time experience.  Christians I knew always talked 
about salvation in the past tense: “I was saved when I 
was 6 years old, during a revival service at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska.” 
 
As I read more of the Bible for myself, I began to see 
the journey of salvation is more than that first step.  A 
missionary-teacher showed me the Bible talks about 
salvation in four ways: as a completed action, a state 
of being, a future consummation, and a continuing 
process.  The first step must be taken to begin the 
journey, but the journey is far more than the first 
step. If you want to make the journey, you must keep 
walking until you reach your destination. 
 
It helps to think of Jesus and his students on their 
journey.  They walked from town to town, 
announcing the good news, healing the sick, and 
setting people free from the evil that afflicted them.  
As they traveled, Jesus taught them.  He used the 
sights and experiences of the journey as illustrations: a 
farmer sowing seed, a shepherd protecting his flock, a 
gardener digging out a tree that was not bearing fruit.  
Some of the roads they walked were dangerous.  
Bandits might wait in ambush.  Wild animals were on 
the prowl.  The path itself might be treacherous, and 
a fellow could easily stumble and fall.  If your friends 
weren’t there to help, you could be badly injured or 
even killed. 
 
But along the way they learned – how to walk on a 
dangerous road and how to live life the way God 

http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/special_topics/salvation_greek_verb_tenses.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/titus/3-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/ephesians/passage.aspx?q=ephesians+2:5;ephesians+2:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/ephesians/passage.aspx?q=ephesians+2:5;ephesians+2:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/hebrews/9-28.html;%20http:/www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/1-peter/1-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/1-corinthians/1-18.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/1-corinthians/1-18.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+4:1-20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+18:12-13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+13:6-9
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intended in the beginning.  They learned that all the 
rules and regulations God had given the children of 
Abraham came down to love: loving God with every 
fiber of your being, and loving your neighbor as much 
as you love yourself. 
 
They learned that true greatness in God’s Kingdom is 
about humility and servanthood, putting the needs of 
others above your own self-interest.  They learned 
that God’s deepest desire and ultimate goal is to set 
captives free and restore shalom peace and justice to 
his creation. 
 
And they saw just how far Jesus was willing to go to 
see justice done for people who could not help 
themselves. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
On your journey toward salvation, how has God’s 
power set you free from captivities and oppressions? 
 
What wise advice – from the Bible and mature 
Christians – has taught you a different way of living? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Safe house 
Bowery Women’s Center provides a safe and secure 
environment where women coming out of abusive 
relationships, prostitution, or the chaos of substance 
abuse can come to know the love of Christ.  Click here 
to read more. 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/03/15/safe-house/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/03/15/safe-house/
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9  Jesus calls us to whatever it takes 
 
For three years, Jesus has been trying to teach his 12 
students what it means to follow his Way. 
 
Tomorrow he will suffer the searing agony of death 
on a cross.  In spite of the torture just ahead, Jesus 
still is more concerned about the Twelve.  They must 
understand before he leaves. 
 
This evening he has one more opportunity to show 
them what it means to be like him. 
 
Peter and John had been sent to prepare for the 
supper.  But one of them apparently forgot to arrange 
for a foot washer to be present. 
 
In a place where the roads are unpaved and people 
walk almost everywhere they go, this is a terrible 
mistake.  In the rainy season, you are ankle deep in 
mud.  In dry season, it’s a sea of dust.  Washing your 
guests’ feet when they enter your home is both a 
practical and social necessity. 
 
The job of washing feet was so dirty that no self-
respecting Jewish man would do it.  It was a chore 
reserved for slaves.  If a male slave was Jewish, the 
man of the house would make his wife do it! 
 
So you can imagine the discomfort in the room.  The 
disciples arrive for the meal, ready to have their tired 
feet refreshed – and no foot washer is there to serve 
them.  Can you hear the grumbling and blaming going 
on?  Luke’s version of the story says the disciples sit 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+22:7-38
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there and argue about which one of them is the 
greatest.  In other words, which one will have to do 
the foot washing. 
 
Can you imagine the pain Jesus feels?  Here he is, 
facing a horrible death, and the Twelve are embroiled 
in a stupid argument. 
 
Can you imagine the shock and horror the disciples 
feel when their teacher – the Messiah, the Son of God 
– wearily gets up to do the dirty chore they are all too 
proud to do?  If they think it is beneath them, it 
certainly isn’t something Jesus should have to do. 
 
But Jesus has been trying for three years to tell them 
differently. 
 
“You know that in this world kings are tyrants, and 
officials lord it over the people beneath them.  But 
among you it should be quite different.  Whoever 
wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must be the slave of all.  
For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be 
served but to serve others, and to give my life as a 
ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45) 
 
Jesus stood the Twelve on their heads that night.  
They all wanted to be great men.  Jesus wanted them 
to understand true greatness.  He knew pride would 
keep them from making the tough sacrifices required 
to finish God’s Revolution.  Humility wasn’t any 
more a virtue then than it is now, but Jesus made it a 
badge of discipleship. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+10:42-45
http://godsrevolution.wordpress.com/
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But there’s a bigger question: Jesus knew he faced a 
horrible death on a Roman cross. How could he 
submit to execution and not run away? 
 
For the same reason he could do slave’s work. 
 
Jesus knew who he was and what God was doing with 
his life.  That gave him the strength to kneel down 
and wash his students’ filthy feet – even those of the 
man who was betraying him.  It gave him the strength 
to walk straight toward his death on the cross. 
 
When Jesus looked toward the cross, he didn’t just 
see death.  He also saw resurrection.  Because Jesus 
knew what his death would accomplish, because he 
knew what lay beyond the grave, he was willing to 
walk deliberately into suffering and death. 
 
By washing feet that night, Jesus showed the Twelve 
what it meant to be like him.  Then Jesus gave them 
an even better example of how far his love was willing 
to go.  He allowed himself to be taken by a mob, 
convicted in an illegal trial, and brutally murdered – 
with only a prayer that God would forgive his killers. 
 
Does that give deeper meaning to the Mark 10 quote 
above?  Jesus valued the freedom of slaves above his 
own life. He was determined to sacrifice his own life 
as a ransom to buy freedom for all of us, when we 
were held hostage by evil.  Jesus intended to prove 
just how much God loves us. He would not turn 
back.  His single-minded goal was to open a way for 
us to be restored to God. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/eastons-bible-dictionary/crucifixion.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+13:1-3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/romans/passage.aspx?q=romans+5:6-8
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Jesus endured the punishment we deserved as God's 
enemies.  He did justice for us on the cross so we 
could have new life – full and free and forever.  
Those who follow him give up their lives so others 
can find new life.  Following Jesus means learning 
how God wants to do justice through your life and 
putting that mission above everything else.  Even if it 
means doing the dirty, thankless chore.  Even if it 
means suffering and dying. 
 
Jesus calls us to put aside our pride and self-centered 
preoccupations and just do what needs to be done to 
bring God’s justice to others.  He calls us to love and 
serve even those who are going to take advantage of 
us and abuse us.  He calls us to do whatever it takes, 
so others can be reconciled with God and experience 
his shalom. 
 
––––- 
Adapted from this sermon. 
 
Think about it 
What is the most humbling experience you have ever 
had? 
 
How could a lack of humility keep someone from 
fulfilling God’s mission for his life? 
 
GETTING REAL 

‘Here we are, dying from hunger …’ 
In Syria, Khalid* and his family were self-sufficient. 
Then war changed everything. Attacks on their village 
sent them fleeing to a neighboring country.  The 
family walked day and night, in freezing cold and rain, 

http://markkelly.wordpress.com/2007/07/15/follow-jesus
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for four days.  They were welcomed in Jordan and 
given warm clothes, but they had no way to make 
new lives for themselves.  “We fled from Syria so our 
women and children would be safe,” Khalid says, 
“and here we are, dying from hunger and lack of 
shelter.”  Click here to read more.  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/11/05/here-we-are-dying-from-hunger/
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10  The cost of salvation 
 
Deciding to follow Jesus is not a matter to be taken 
lightly.  
 
When God calls, however, we answer. 
 
The Bible says God called on Abraham to leave his 
family and homeland and go to an unknown place 
that God would show him.  Abraham “faithed” God 
by going.  The Bible also says God called out the 
children of Abraham from among all the world’s 
people groups to be his own “special treasure … my 
kingdom of priests, my holy nation.”  
 
But being God’s special treasure was not a blessing 
free of expectations.  God’s people would be those 
who walk in his ways: 
 
“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God 
require of you?  He requires you to fear him, to live 
according to his will, to love and worship him with all 
your heart and soul, and to obey the LORD's 
commands and laws that I am giving you today for 
your own good.”  
 
Being God’s people required living according to his 
will, but walking in God’s ways did not happen 
automatically. 
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke for the Almighty when he 
said: “I opened my arms to my own people all day 
long, but they have rebelled.  They follow their own 
evil paths and thoughts.”  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/hebrews/passage.aspx?q=hebrews+11:8-10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/exodus/passage.aspx?q=exodus+19:1-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/deuteronomy/passage.aspx?q=deuteronomy+10:12-21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/passage.aspx?q=isaiah+65:1-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/passage.aspx?q=isaiah+65:1-6
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God requires his people to live according to his will, 
but broken, stubborn people would rather follow 
their own paths. 
 
That’s where we make our choice – and keep making 
it. 
 
Jesus was clear about the necessity of taking the 
narrow road instead of the wide one.  The latter is 
filled with people headed toward destruction.  Only a 
few are willing to trek the hard road that leads to 
abundant, eternal life. 
 
When large crowds started following Jesus around, he 
made it clear that following his Way would cost his 
disciples their lives.  Like someone planning a major 
project, they had to be sure they understood what it 
would cost and decide they were willing and able to 
pay the price.   
 
When you commit yourself to God’s Revolution, you 
make yourself a target for those who are invested in 
rebellion, self-indulgence, and oppression.  Injustice 
hates those who pursue justice.  Jesus told his 
disciples that he was destined to be executed like a 
criminal.  People in rebellion against God’s ways 
hated him, and they would hate anyone who aligned 
themselves with him as well.  
 
Once you choose the narrow road, there is no turning 
back. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+8:27-37
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+8:27-37
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+14:25-35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+14:25-35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+15:18-21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+15:18-21


49 
 

Jesus points to a man plowing his field.  The farmer 
has to keep his eyes fixed forward, so he can plow a 
straight furrow.  He can’t be continually looking back 
at what he has left behind.  In the same way, once we 
join God in his campaign to restore shalom to the 
world, we must pursue justice single-mindedly.   
 
It isn’t hard to understand that people who want to 
walk in the ways of a just God must not participate in 
evil and oppression.  But God expects more of us 
than simply not doing evil. God requires his people to 
pursue justice actively and wholeheartedly.  Jesus calls 
us away from self-indulgence and pursuing our own 
goals.  God is King, and his people’s first priority is 
establishing his justice “on earth, as it is in heaven.”  
 
Followers of Jesus cannot be invested in maintaining 
their own control, significance, and comfort – no 
more than a slave can serve two masters.  Jesus said: 
“Anyone who isn't helping me opposes me, and 
anyone who isn't working with me is actually working 
against me.” 
 
Just so you know. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
In what ways are you following your own paths and 
thoughts, rather than living God’s way? 
 
What issues would you struggle with if God called 
you to “go to an unknown place”? 
 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+9:57-62
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+6:31-33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+6:9-13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/16-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/12-30.html
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GETTING REAL 

Life on Nairobi’s streets: Oscar’s story 
A touching first-person account of being the hands 
and feet of Jesus to a street kid in Nairobi’s Riverside 
district.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/06/12/life-on-nairobis-streets-oscars-story/
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11  ‘Multiply and fill the earth’ 
 
No two ways about it.  God’s people are those who 
live according to his will and obey the Lord's 
commands. 
 
And what was the very first command? 
 
After God created people in his own image, he 
blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Be masters over the fish and 
birds and all the animals.” 
 
“Multiply.” 
 
It is a principle built into creation itself.  The 
Almighty had just created seed-bearing plants and 
trees that grow seed-bearing fruit.  The seeds were 
designed to reproduce the kinds of plants and trees 
from which they came. 
 
A plant or tree bears fruit, which contains seeds, 
which produce new fruit, which produce new seeds.  
The multiplication goes on and on.   
 
If you do the math, it staggers the imagination.  Say 
one apple seed produces a tree that yields a season’s 
harvest of 100 apples, and each of those 100 apples 
bears five seeds, each of which in turn can produce a 
tree that will bear 100 apples a year. In one 
generation, a single seed becomes 500. In a second 
generation, 500 multiply to 2,500. A third generation, 
a fourth, a fifth, and the single seed has multiplied to 
more than 3.1 trillion seeds! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/genesis/passage.aspx?q=genesis+1:27-28
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That’s how God designed his world to work.  Plants 
would multiply themselves.  Animals would multiply 
themselves.  People would multiply themselves.  And 
the earth would be filled with the glory of God. 
 
Fast forward. 
 
Jesus is teaching by the lake.  A large crowd gathers 
along the shore.  Jesus gets into a boat and speaks 
from there.  He tells a story about a farmer who went 
out to plant some seed.  Some of it falls on a 
footpath, some of it on shallow, rocky soil, some of it 
among thorns. 
 
But some of the seed falls on fertile soil and it does 
what seeds do naturally: produce a crop. 
 
And like every crop, each seed multiplies itself.  Thirty 
times over.  Sixty.  Even a hundred. 
 
Jesus explains the point to his disciples – very plainly 
in hopes they will understand: “The good soil 
represents those who hear and accept God's message 
and produce a huge harvest – thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted.” 
 
At another time, Jesus made the analogy much more 
personal. 
 
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  Those who 
remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.  
For apart from me you can do nothing.  … My true 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+4:1-20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+15:1-8
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disciples produce much fruit.  This brings great glory 
to my Father.” 
 
Branches bear fruit that contains seeds, and seeds 
produce the kind of fruit-bearing plant from which 
they came.  
 
What do disciples produce when they bear fruit? 
 
More disciples. 
 
And when a disciple doesn’t produce more disciples? 
 
Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener.  He cuts off every branch that doesn't 
produce fruit.  … Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you.  For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 
from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful apart from 
me.  … Anyone who parts from me is thrown away 
like a useless branch and withers.  Such branches are 
gathered into a pile to be burned.” 
 
Bearing fruit and reproducing yourself many times 
over – God hardwired it into his creation.  The 
necessity of disciples multiplying themselves was one 
of Jesus’ core teachings.  The issue was so crucial that 
he made it the last thing he said to his followers: 
 
“Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them … and teaching them to obey all the commands 
I have given you.” 
 
We are so badly broken that we cannot fix ourselves 
or others.  God’s mission has always been to do 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+15:1-8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+28:18-20
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justice for us, to set us free and restore the shalom 
peace he created in the beginning.  Jesus’ mission was 
to be God-in-the-flesh among us, showing us by 
example what it looks like to walk in God’s ways, 
enjoy abundant life, and be an instrument of God’s 
justice and peace in a broken world.  Jesus 
commissions his followers to be disciples who imitate 
him and reproduce themselves by showing others 
how to be set free and walk in God’s ways. 
 
“Multiply and fill the earth.” 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
Who was the “branch” that brought glory to God by 
producing you as fruit? 
 
In light of the “crop” produced by your life so far, 
which of the four soils would you be most like? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Behind the lens in Thailand’s red light districts 
A journalist shares her personal account of what she 
felt, heard and witnessed as she traveled to one of the 
largest cities in Thailand to photograph women lured 
into the sex industry.  Click here to read more. 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2014/03/02/in-thailands-red-light-districts/
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12  Under orders from the King 
 
God’s mission has always been to do justice for us.  
Jesus’ mission was to be the instrument of God’s 
justice for all humanity. 
 
Our mission is to multiply Jesus’ mission throughout 
the world, in as many lives as will answer God’s call. 
 
The last thing Jesus had told his followers was to 
make disciples among all the world’s peoples.  The 
first thing he said to them after he rose from the dead 
was “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 
 
He gave the gift of God’s peace – a shalom peace 
radically different than anything the world has to 
offer.  And the one sent to “proclaim justice to the 
nations” gave his followers a mission, just as the 
Father gave him. 
 
If you are going to understand your mission, you first 
must understand Jesus’ mission. 
 
We already have seen that Jesus said he came, not to 
be served, but to serve others, and to give his life as a 
ransom for all of us broken souls held captive by 
God’s enemy.  God’s children had disobeyed, gotten 
lost, and fallen under the power of someone very evil; 
Jesus came for a rescue mission.   
 
The devil’s work is kidnapping and destroying lives.  
The Son of God came to destroy the devil’s work.  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/20-21.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/14-27.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/12-18.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/10-45.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/10-45.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/19-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/10-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/1-john/3-8.html
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He came to give life in all its fullness to people whose 
lives were being destroyed.  
 
In our selfish pursuit to be gods, we had rebelled 
against the King and made ourselves his enemies.  
Jesus gave his life so we could be reconciled to God.  
Not only would we no longer be his enemies, now we 
would be adopted back into his family so we could 
experience his life-giving love and enjoy the kind of 
peace only God can give. 
 
But God is far from finished with us when we are 
reconciled to him and begin to experience the kind of 
life we were created to enjoy.  It’s not enough that 
justice has been done for me.  God has other lost 
children who have rebelled and made themselves his 
enemies.  He doesn’t want anyone to keep suffering 
in captivity.  He doesn’t want any other lives to be 
destroyed. 
 
So the King of Light appoints us as ambassadors and 
sends us on a mission into the Kingdom of Darkness.  
As ambassadors, we carry a message for others who 
have alienated themselves from our King: “Be 
reconciled to God!” 
 
“You can be free and live in the light!” is the best 
news ever for people held captive in darkness.  Lost 
children yearn to hear the words “You can be 
restored into the Father’s family.”  
 
As the King’s ambassadors, disciples of Jesus have 
the great privilege – a responsibility specifically 
assigned to them by God – of delivering the message 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/10-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/2-corinthians/passage.aspx?q=2-corinthians+5:19-20


57 
 

of freedom and peace, of metanoeo and new life.  We 
have a mandate to do justice for brothers and sisters 
who are being oppressed.  We have the assignment of 
making new disciples, who walk in God’s ways and 
multiply God’s justice into other broken lives. 
 
We experience the joy of introducing them to the full, 
free, and forever life only Jesus offers. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
In what ways could you see your mission in life as 
multiplying Jesus’ mission throughout the world? 
 
When you think about the different ways people’s 
lives are broken, which one would you most like to 
help change? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Concrete purpose 
Manhattan Bible Church is not a huge church, but the 
urban congregation has an outsized impact on its 
community.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/concrete-purpose/
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13  ‘What must I do?’ 
 
Religion is what people think they must do to earn 
God’s favor. 
 
The problem is, we’re broken.  Keeping God’s 
commandments is beyond us.  That’s why God sent 
Jesus: to make us new creatures who don’t need to 
earn God’s favor. 
 
True religion is what people do because God has 
given them new life. 
 
The Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day had missed 
the point.  They thought shalom came by keeping 
rules.  As many commandments as God had given, 
these guys multiplied them.  They had rules about 
keeping rules.  They were at odds with Jesus because 
Jesus and his disciples didn’t dance to their tune. 
 
One day, an expert on Jewish rules got right to the 
point with Jesus: “What must I do to receive eternal 
life?” 
 
Jesus turned the tables and sent the guy back to the 
rule book: “What does the law say?  How do you read 
it?” 
 
The man replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and 
all your mind.’  And, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”  
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/2-corinthians/passage.aspx?q=2-corinthians+5:14-17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/james/1-27.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+10:25-28
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+10:25-28
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/deuteronomy/6-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/leviticus/19-18.html


59 
 

It was a good answer.  Jesus said, “Right!  Do this and 
you will live!” 
 
That was just too simple for the lawyer.  At one level, 
he was deeply invested in the complex web of rules 
that governed Jewish life.  Someone who makes his 
living off the rules always thinks more rules are better 
than fewer rules.  
 
At a deeper level, however, this fellow also was, like 
all broken people, deeply invested in living his own 
life.  He was fine with loving God, but this “love your 
neighbor as yourself” thing was inconvenient, to say 
the least. 
 
“Love your neighbor” wasn’t actually the problem. It 
was the “as yourself” part. 
 
So the lawyer had to ask: “And who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus answered by telling a story that has become one 
of the most famous in the Bible, about a man 
traveling a dangerous road who was attacked by 
bandits and beaten near death.  No one stopped to 
help except a man who would have been seen as an 
undesirable sort.  This fellow took the risk of 
stopping on the dangerous road, giving the victim 
first aid, then taking him to someone who could help 
him recover – digging deep into his own pocket to 
cover the cost.  
 
Most people have a capacity for generosity, but we 
also have a survival instinct.  Our old nature 
powerfully resists the “as yourself” part of “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” The impulse to self-

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+10:29-37
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preservation is so deeply rooted we may not even 
realize how it controls our thoughts and actions.   
 
Our default mode is “Take care of business.” Our 
culture tells us to “Look out for No.  1.” Our broken 
hearts say, “Save yourself.” 
 
Jesus says, “Lose your life for my sake and the sake of 
the Good News.”  
 
James, the brother of Jesus, wrote about a worthless 
religion that keeps all the rules but never trusts God 
enough to take the risk of losing your life for the 
cause of God’s Kingdom.  We might go to church, 
listen to “love God and your neighbor” preaching and 
teaching, even read and study the Bible regularly, yet 
never join God’s mission of doing justice for the 
oppressed, setting captives free, and teaching others 
how to walk in God’s ways. 
 
We might love our neighbor with an occasional good 
deed, but we don’t come anywhere near loving people 
the way we love ourselves. 
 
Who among us doesn’t take far better care of himself 
than he does of people in need?  How am I loving my 
neighbor as myself when 98% of my time, talent, and 
treasure is spent on my own wants and needs?  How 
am I loving my neighbor as myself if I don’t share 
with others the good news that “captives will be 
released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden 
will be freed from their oppressors, and that the time 
of the Lord's favor has come”? 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/mark/8-35.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/james/passage.aspx?q=james+1:19-27;james+2:14-26
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/james/passage.aspx?q=james+1:19-27;james+2:14-26
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/4-18.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/4-18.html
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The Way of Jesus is a journey of self-sacrificing 
service to others.  If I want to be on the narrow road 
that leads to life, I’ve got to put it out there.  I’ve got 
to trust God enough to take the risk of living life his 
way, instead of my own.  I’ve got to multiply God’s 
justice by showing captives the path to freedom and 
teaching new disciples how to walk in God’s ways. 
 
The world’s lost and oppressed cry out, “I can’t be 
healed because I have no one to help me.”  
 
Jesus tells us, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
What is the best example you have seen of loving a 
neighbor “as yourself”? 
 
How does your survival instinct make it difficult for 
you to love your neighbor as yourself? 
 
GETTING REAL 

A life of freedom for beggar girls 

Najia Khatun* knows what her life would be like 
without the Light of Hope Center in Bangladesh.  She 
knows she would be hungry.  She knows she would 
be uneducated.  She knows she would be working 
long hours at a garment factory.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage.aspx?q=john+5:1-9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage.aspx?q=john+5:1-9
http://multiplyjustice.wordpress.com/2012/01/20/light-of-hope-shows-beggar-girls-a-life-of-freedom/
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14  In captivity and exile 
 
Earnest religion is not the same thing as true religion. 
 
The Israelites in the time of Isaiah worshiped 
sincerely.  They came to the temple every day.  Made 
the prescribed sacrifices.  Gave their tithes and 
offerings.  They prayed the right prayers and even 
fasted.  Yet God rejected their worship. 
 
Why? 
 
Isaiah told them the problem was that, in the midst of 
all their pious religious activity, they were living for 
themselves.  Workers were oppressed.  The weak 
were wrongly imprisoned.  People were hungry and 
inadequately clothed.  The poor wandered homeless.   
 
The children of Abraham weren’t honoring God with 
their lives.  They weren’t loving their neighbors as 
themselves.  They turned a deaf ear to the cries of the 
oppressed.  God expected his people to yield a crop 
of justice, but instead he heard cries of oppression.  
 
Another prophet of the time, Habakkuk, relayed word 
of God’s judgment on a people who didn’t care about 
oppression and injustice: 
 
“Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly 
amazed.  For I am going to do something in your 
days that you would not believe, even if you were 
told.  I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless 
and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole 
earth to seize dwelling places not their own.”   

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/58.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/5-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/habakkuk/passage.aspx?q=habakkuk+1:5-6
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Wave after wave of Nebuchadnezzar’s mighty armies 
laid waste to Jerusalem and dragged off almost all the 
people to Babylon. 
 
The Land of Promise was left desolate, and a 
generation that cared nothing about the poor and 
oppressed died in a foreign land. 
 
In a similar way, the Western Church has ignored the 
cries of the poor and oppressed, and today finds itself 
in captivity and exile, though not in a faraway land. 
 
We are self-indulgent hedonists for whom “life’s little 
pleasures” matter more than children dying from bad 
water and bug bites.  We are individualists who think 
the sins of our neighbors do not affect our standing 
before God.  We are subjectivists who think faith is a 
leap, rather than a stand on proven truth.  We are 
consumerists who shop for a church that “meets our 
needs” and think we can do justice by buying a “fair 
trade” trinket.  We are racists who can’t see past the 
skin color of “those people.” We are tribalists more 
passionate about our doctrinal faction than the cause 
of Kingdom justice.  We are celebrity-worshipers who 
idolize the charismatic speaker, entertaining musician, 
and glamorous star – and thereby diminish the only 
one truly worthy of glory and honor. 
 
As our children are carried off into the captivity of an 
ungodly culture, we refine our systematic theologies 
and tinker with missional methodologies.  We have 
lost our fear of the God of Justice, and he raises up 
ruthless Babylonians to lay waste our Jerusalem. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/nebuchadnezzar-nebuchadrezzar.html
http://pbrd.wordpress.com/
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The Israelites were sent into captivity because they 
were not doing justice and loving mercy.  Perhaps we 
are in exile today for the same reason.  Do you long 
to see revival in your church?  Perhaps the solution is 
not just more earnest religion – heartfelt worship, 
prayer, time in the Word – but also obedience to the 
command to love our neighbors the way we love 
ourselves. 
 
As he promised, God rescued his people from 
Babylon, just as he redeemed them from Egypt.  And 
the Land of Promise is still there – for a people who 
will love God with every fiber of their being and love 
their neighbors the way they love themselves. 
 
–––– 
Read more about the cultural captivity of the Western Church 
here and here. 
 
Think about it 
Do you see similarities between Israel’s complacency 
about injustice and the attitude of the Western 
Church toward the poor and oppressed? 
 
In what ways might God’s judgment be on the 
Western Church for shutting its ears to the cries of 
the poor? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Sierra Leone: War Widows for Christ 
Dirt works its way into the pores of calloused hands, 
pulling weeds on a three-acre hillside under a hot 
tropical sun.  Day after day, the women work up and 

mailto:http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2010/02/17/what-is-revival/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/084235588X/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=084235588X&linkCode=as2&tag=counter-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433502208/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433502208&linkCode=as2&tag=counter-20
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down this hillside, struggling to keep the weeds from 
choking out their crop.  War widows work the hillside 
near their homes in Grafton, Sierra Leone.  They are 
grubbing weeds from among the peanuts they 
planted, to improve the quality of their harvest.  It is 
backbreaking work, but soon there will be peanuts to 
eat, peanuts to sell – and peanuts to plant next year.  
Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/10/08/sierra-leone-war-widows-for-christ/
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15  Living in Babylon 
 
After the Israelites’ rescue from Egypt, on their way 
to the Land of Promise, God told them to not twist 
justice against the poor.  He had urged them to not 
oppress the foreigners among them because in Egypt 
the Israelites had been the foreigners.  
 
Now, dragged away into captivity in Babylon, the 
children of Abraham were once again poor foreigners 
in an alien land. 
 
But how should they live in Babylon?  It was a 
magnificent city, a center of world commerce, a seat 
of great learning, home to marvels such as the 
wondrous Hanging Gardens, but it also was a place of 
great injustice and immorality.  Idols were worshiped, 
rather than the one true God.  Should God’s people 
condemn the sinners and isolate themselves from the 
marketplace?  Do they rebel and plot against their 
captors? 
 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote them a letter:  
 
“The LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, sends this 
message to all the captives he has exiled to Babylon 
from Jerusalem: “Build homes, and plan to stay.  
Plant gardens, and eat the food you produce.  Marry, 
and have children.  Then find spouses for them, and 
have many grandchildren.  Multiply!  Do not dwindle 
away!  And work for the peace and prosperity of 
Babylon.  Pray to the LORD for that city where you 
are held captive, for if Babylon has peace, so will 
you.”  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/exodus/passage.aspx?q=exodus+23:6-9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+29:1-7
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Some branded Jeremiah a traitor for telling the people 
to submit to their overlords, but the Lord was simply 
re-emphasizing the mission his people had from the 
very beginning: Multiply yourselves, walk in my ways, 
and work to fill the world with shalom. 
 
The challenging element was this: Praying for the city 
of their captivity and working for its peace and 
prosperity. 
 
God’s people were in a frightening place.  For all its 
magnificence, Babylon was to them an alien world 
filled with strange and ungodly practices.  The mighty 
city was built on the brutal conquest of weaker 
peoples.  A ruthless will to power kept the city strong.  
And the people there insulted Almighty God at every 
turn by worshiping unworthy spirits who stood 
against the Lord of Creation. 
 
Being God’s people, however, means the same thing 
in captivity and exile that it means in the Land of 
Promise.  They were to be a light for all the earth’s 
peoples and serve as an instrument of God’s peace 
and justice “to the ends of the earth.”  God promised 
the day would come that the Israelites would return 
home and rebuild Jerusalem’s walls and temple – and 
he kept that promise.  In the meantime, however, the 
people’s hearts should reflect God’s love for the lost, 
broken, and confused people around them.  Babylon 
certainly had its share of the poor and foreigners who 
needed help. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/passage.aspx?q=isaiah+49:1-13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/acts/13-47.html
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Only God’s people understood his ability to heal 
broken souls and bring them into a new kind of life.  
They lived among a people who did not know the 
truth about the Redeemer.  They could teach others 
to walk in his ways and experience the abundant life 
only he can give.  What better “peace and prosperity” 
could anyone hope for? 
 
The Babylonians probably weren’t lining up for the 
exiled Jews to show them God’s way, but that didn’t 
change what it meant for the children of Abraham to 
be God’s people.  Their Babylon was filled with 
opportunities to declare the good news of shalom and 
to do justice. 
 
As is yours. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
As the social and moral collapse of the West 
accelerates around you, is your instinct to condemn 
sinners and retreat into isolation? 
 
How could you be taking advantage of opportunities 
to declare the good news of shalom and to do justice? 
 
GETTING REAL 

‘Feminized poverty’ afflicts millions worldwide 
How do you teach good health care practices to 
women who have no concept of what a germ is?  “If 
you don’t have an education where you understand 
that, for instance, bacteria and viruses and parasites 
that you cannot see are causing you to be ill … then 
it’s a big leap of faith for them to believe that,” says 
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Vicki Grossmann, a primary care medical practitioner 
in Guatemala.  This is but one challenge health care 
workers face as they minister to women overseas.  
Another hurdle?  Poverty … extreme poverty.  Click 
here to read more.  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/11/02/feminized-poverty-afflicts-millions-worldwide/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/11/02/feminized-poverty-afflicts-millions-worldwide/
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16  God works to overcome injustice 
 
If we realized that “doing justice” was directly tied to 
our individual salvation, would it make a difference in 
the way we live our lives? 
 
Doing justice is not just a good thing for a Christian 
to do.  The King has given us an assignment.  Jesus 
has commissioned us.  God’s people are the ones 
who do justice; the ones who don’t do justice are not 
his people. 
 
What else could these words of Jesus possibly mean? 
 
“Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, 
'Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the Devil and his demons!  For I was 
hungry, and you didn't feed me.  I was thirsty, and 
you didn't give me anything to drink.  I was a 
stranger, and you didn't invite me into your home.  I 
was naked, and you gave me no clothing.  I was sick 
and in prison, and you didn't visit me.' “Then they 
will reply, 'Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
not help you?' And he will answer, 'I assure you, when 
you refused to help the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were refusing to help me.' And they will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
will go into eternal life.” 
 
If you are not personally involved in doing these 
things, what makes you think you are going to inherit 
the Kingdom? 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+25:41-46
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Believers are eternally secure because Jesus made the 
perfect sacrifice, because God is able to save and can 
be trusted to keep his promises. Yet Jesus says the 
ones who will enter eternal life are the “righteous.” 
 
When our English translations of the Bible use the 
word ‘righteous,’ we tend to think of people who 
don’t do bad things like smoking, drinking, and 
cussing (at least, not in front of other Christians).  We 
certainly don’t think “being righteous” depends on a 
person “doing justice.” 
 
In the Bible’s original languages, however, ‘justice’ 
and ‘righteousness’ are essentially the same thing.  
The older Hebrew words and the newer Greek word 
are translated one way or the other, depending on the 
context.  (A person might wonder whether 
contemporary translators pick ‘righteousness’ instead 
of ‘justice’ because Western Christianity has closed its 
ears to the cries of the poor and oppressed and 
doesn’t want to be reminded about suffering and 
injustice.) 
 
The idea of justice is founded in who God is, how he 
created the world to be, and how he relates to it.  The 
King defines justice and maintains what is right.  We 
know what is just among humans because of what we 
know about God and his creation. 
 
Because we are created in God’s image, human justice 
is about our relationships with others and our duty 
before God to actively maintain what is right.  We can 
no more be indifferent to good and evil than God 
can.  The Bible commands: “Follow justice and 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/kjv/tsedaqah.html;%20http:/www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/tsedeq.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/dikaiosune.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/16-20.html
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justice alone, so that you may live and possess the 
land the Lord your God is giving you.”  Wicked 
people are those who have no fear of God and no 
regard for neighbors suffering injustice.  
 
God's justice rescues the poor and oppressed; it 
actively works to overcome injustice.  God’s people 
must “Learn to do good.  Seek justice.  Help the 
oppressed.  Defend the orphan.  Fight for the rights 
of widows.” 
 
The Just King has every right to expect that we will 
wholeheartedly pursue justice for others, since he has 
done justice for us. 
 
––––- 
This article on justice is helpful.  
 
Think about it 
What problems are created if a church’s teaching does 
not connect “being righteous” with “doing justice”? 
 
If today you faced Jesus’ judgment based on your 
personal involvement in helping “the least of these,” 
would you inherit the Kingdom? 
 
GETTING REAL 

Time as money 
TimeBanks bring together communities around 
mutual service.  Click here to read more. 

 
  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/18-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/18-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/isaiah/1-17.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/justice.html
http://multiplyjustice.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/time-as-money/
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17   Jesus did justice for you 
 
On the cross, Jesus was “doing justice” for you. 
 
In the beginning, all God’s creation was singing, 
shouting, and celebrating shalom – a perfect well-being 
and harmony that warmed the soul like a sunbeam on 
a cool spring morning.  Then, one bad choice – a 
decision to disrespect the Creator and selfishly 
indulge an appetite – and God’s good creation began 
spiraling down into brokenness and captivity.  Shalom 
was destroyed.  One generation after another 
multiplied the injustice.  No one sought God.  People 
cared only for themselves.  The weak and helpless 
were bled dry by those strong enough to take what 
they wanted.  The Father’s children were lost to him. 
 
Almighty God, however, would not tolerate the 
injustice.  The Father’s heart was continually broken 
by the brokenness of his children.  God promised to 
send someone who would break the chains and set 
the captives free.  He would do justice – restore the 
shalom. 
 
When Messiah came, he was hated for telling the 
truth about our brokenness, selfishness, and captivity 
– and how to be free.  He was killed for being the 
Truth. Injustice seemed to have won the war. 
 
The God of Justice, however, is not one to relent on 
his purpose or break his promise.  In a dark grave, 
Light exploded.  From death’s grip, Life broke free.  
The shroud fell away, and the world’s first truly, 
completely free person stepped out of his tomb. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+7:14-23
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Resurrection Sunday was a divine act of Kingdom 
justice, and it did far more than revive Jesus’ body.  
Resurrection transformed his physical being, 
revolutionized his circumstances, and filled his 
relationships with a power capable of infinitely more 
than any of us can ask or even imagine.  True, 
complete reconciliation with God and with man was, 
by the Father’s grace, finally possible.  As Jesus 
became, now we are becoming, day by day – and one 
day we will be! 
 
In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he was doing justice 
for you – for us all.  We all have rebelled against 
God’s ways and made ourselves his enemies.  We all 
have been taken captive and held for ransom by 
God’s enemy.  Jesus paid an awful price so we could 
be set free.  His life gives you new life.  His Spirit lifts 
you toward greater heights of abundant life, toward 
the destination of eternal life.   
 
God has given you a Bible filled with the wisdom you 
need to walk in God’s ways and experience the Life 
that is full, free, and forever.  The Lord has provided 
you with brothers and sisters who can show you the 
better way to live, who can strengthen and encourage 
you as you trek the narrow road together. 
 
The grief of Good Friday and the joy of Resurrection 
Sunday call out to us.  They beckon us to join Jesus in 
his mission of liberating the captives.  They compel us 
to share good news of new life with souls trapped in 
living death, to bring light to slaves laboring in 
darkness.  In Jesus’ strength, you can fight whatever 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/ephesians/passage.aspx?q=ephesians+3:20-21
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injustice keeps them enslaved.  You can show them 
the Lord’s way to make a place for themselves in this 
world, and the next. 
 
You don’t have to look far to find someone whose 
heart is captivated with darkness.  You are 
surrounded by broken souls who have no clue about 
walking in God’s ways.  Everywhere you turn, the 
weak and helpless stumble under a heavy burden.  
The poor are sliding down toward destruction 
because they have no one to show them the better 
way.  They are your brothers and sisters, desperate for 
family who will step up and show them how to live 
free. 
 
The Lord, who did justice for you, requires you to do 
justice for them.  When the Judge delivers his verdict 
on your life, he will weigh the evidence that you 
personally helped “the least of these.”  
 
But doing justice is not just an obligation.  We have 
been able to trade brokenness, captivity, and 
oppression for a full, free, and forever life.  We who 
had made ourselves enemies of the God of Justice 
have been adopted into his family. 
 
A grateful heart would be headed there anyway. 
 
––––- 
A previous version of this can be found here.  
 
Think about it 
What does it mean to you that in his death and 
resurrection, Jesus was doing justice for you? 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/micah/6-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/galatians/4-5.html
http://markkelly.wordpress.com/2013/03/11/easter-divine-act-kingdom-justice


76 
 

 
Is your attitude toward helping “the least of these” 
shaped more by obligation or gratitude? 
 
GETTING REAL 

A touch of hope for India’s untouchables 
A child died during the night.  The next morning 
Auto T. Raja lays a clean white sheet on the floor of 
an empty room in the Children’s Hostel and places 
the frail, spent body on it. Little is known of this little 
one.  Small for her age – maybe 3 – one of India’s 
throwaway people, she was found wandering the 
streets of Bangalore.  No one knows who left her 
there – or why.  No one claimed her then; there will 
be no one to claim her body now.  Click here to read 
more. 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/04/08/a-touch-of-hope-will-stuart-auto-raja-bangalore/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/04/08/a-touch-of-hope-will-stuart-auto-raja-bangalore/
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18  The key to ‘doing justice’ 
 
None of us are responsible before God to address 
every injustice in the world. 
 
Even Jesus, God’s own Messiah-Son, didn’t heal 
every leper in Israel or give sight to every blind man 
in Galilee.  He certainly left this world with many 
souls still in captivity. 
 
But Jesus’ goal wasn’t to personally bring metanoeo to 
every soul on the planet. 
 
On the very evening he was being betrayed to those 
who wanted to kill him, Jesus told his Father he had 
completed his assignment: “I brought glory to you 
here on earth by doing everything you told me to do.  
… I have told these men about you.  … I have passed 
on to them the words you gave me; and they accepted 
them and know that I came from you, and they 
believe you sent me.”  
 
Jesus had laid a hand of healing compassion on who-
knows-how-many broken souls.  He had explained 
the Kingdom to multitudes in terms even the simplest 
soul could understand.  Most importantly, however, 
he passed on the Truth to the small group of men 
God had given him out of the world. 
 
Jesus didn’t think he had the option of subcontracting 
his responsibility to government, missionaries, or 
NGOs.  He couldn’t allow himself to be apathetic 
about the oppression of others just because he was 
free and comfortable himself.  He knew he couldn’t 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/john/passage.aspx?q=john+17:1-8
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cultivate ignorance about injustice and deceive 
himself that if he didn’t see oppression in the normal 
course of his daily life, it must not exist. 
 
Unlike us, Jesus saw injustice everywhere he turned.  
He knew broken souls aren’t healed by programs.  
Captives aren’t set free by dropping off a bag of 
clothes or buying a pair of “justice” shoes.  Abundant 
life multiplies from one transformed heart into the 
specific individual hearts God has planned. Disciples 
are made as one follower invests his life teaching 
someone else to how to find freedom and walk in 
God’s ways. 
 
Jesus didn’t personally bring metanoeo to every soul on 
the planet.  He didn’t have to.  He did, however, have 
to bring God’s Revolution to the specific people God 
had set aside for him. 
 
And God’s plan was for each of the souls Jesus 
touched to bring a specific group of others into the 
Kingdom, who in turn would reach their own God-
picked brothers and sisters.  And so it would go – 
across centuries, across millennia – until someone 
showed you the path to freedom. 
 
Has it ever occurred to you that genealogical research 
could trace your New Life lineage all the way back to 
Jesus? 
 
Social media are making our generation 
heartbreakingly more aware of injustice.  If we look, 
we see the stories everywhere we turn: Women forced 
into sex trafficking.  Entire families coerced into slave 
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labor.  AIDS widows dying alone of their husbands’ 
diseases.  The list goes on and on.  The enormity of it 
all can be overwhelming. 
 
The good news is, one person can make a world of 
difference.  In fact, you personally can set in motion a 
ripple of life-change that, in God’s providence, could 
become a tidal wave of transformation – for you, for 
people in need, for those around you that God will 
call into mission along with you. 
 
The place to start engaging justice issues is not 
donating to a ministry.  While there are many 
organizations doing excellent work around the world 
– work too dangerous, complex, or remote for 
novices – there also are some groups that merely 
appeal to our consumer mentality.  They offer us a 
commercial transaction that may not actually help 
people discover abundant lives, but is guaranteed to 
make us feel better and give us a souvenir that 
proclaims our social conscience. 
 
We do donate generously to legitimate organizations 
that need our support to bring new lives and New 
Life to people in need.  But we know the Kingdom 
isn’t about buying bangles and baubles; it’s about 
God’s redeeming power giving new birth – one life 
into another.  Jesus brought justice into your life 
when he began setting you free from your captivity, 
and he plans to use his relationship with you to bring 
Kingdom justice into the lives of others. 
 

http://multiplyjustice.net/get-involved/
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The key to “doing justice” – and changing the world 
– is your redemptive personal relationship with the 
specific individuals God has set aside for you to help. 
 
It’s messy and can be painful.  It will cost you 
everything.   
 
But it’s how you glorify God by completing the work 
he prepared you to do. 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
How does it change your thinking about Jesus that, 
before going to the cross, he said he had completed 
the work God had given him? 
 
Why is it so hard to enter a redemptive personal 
relationship with badly broken people? 
 
GETTING REAL 

This mother gives away her children 
Instead of receiving flowers on Mother’s Day last 
year, Susan Quaid* marked the day by giving away a 
child.  Click here to read more. 

 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/05/13/mothers-day-orphans-thailand/
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19  ‘On earth as it is in heaven’ 
 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.” 
 
Jesus gave his disciples a template for praying, and 
today hundreds of millions of people can recite that 
prayer pattern from memory.  Many of those people 
actually have no place for God or Jesus in their daily 
lives.  Many recite the words without thinking about 
what they actually are saying. 
 
It’s a dangerous prayer.  It claims that our values and 
desires are aligned with God’s.  It commits us to 
doing our part in making God’s priorities a reality in 
our world.  As one writer says, by praying these 
words, I am declaring my willingness to join God in 
making things “down here” more like the way they 
are “up there.”  
 
“May your Kingdom come soon, may your will be 
done, here on earth, just as it is in heaven.” 
 
Do we really mean that?  How do we think it is going 
to happen?  What do we think it will require of us 
personally? 
 
If the prayer is to be anything more than empty 
words, we must understand what God’s Kingdom is 
about and what his will is – and what it would mean 
for both to be as much a reality on earth as they are in 
heaven. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+6:5-13
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310253497/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310253497&linkCode=as2&tag=counter-20
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God’s Kingdom is wherever God reigns.  He is 
certainly King in heaven.  One day, every knee on 
earth will bend to recognize him as King.  God reigns 
on earth today in every heart, in every community, 
that gives him the respect he is due. 
 
Everywhere God reigns, life is filled with shalom.  
Where God is not acknowledged as King, there is no 
shalom. God’s mission is to restore shalom, and his 
instrument for doing that is his people. 
 
God’s Kingdom cannot be understood apart from the 
narrative of creation, rebellion, redemption, and 
restoration.  You cannot understand God’s will apart 
from his determination to restore peace and justice, 
even at the cost of his own Son’s agonizing death.  
You cannot sincerely pray for God’s Kingdom to be 
as real here on earth as in heaven, apart from your 
own “whatever it takes” commitment to do your part. 
 
We have to admit that God’s Kingdom will not come 
completely, his will won’t be done fully, until the day 
this old order is wiped away and a new heaven and 
new earth are revealed.  But the Kingdom is not 
waiting for the end of time.  God’s will must be done 
today. 
 
One day Jesus was asked, “When will the Kingdom of 
God come?” He replied that the Kingdom isn't 
something waiting to be ushered in with visible signs 
– “for the Kingdom of God is among you.” 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/passage.aspx?q=2+peter+3:8-14;revelation+21:1-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/passage.aspx?q=2+peter+3:8-14;revelation+21:1-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/luke/passage.aspx?q=luke+17:20-21
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If the Kingdom is already among us, then God stands 
ready to answer your “on earth as it is in heaven” 
prayer.  He is waiting on you to do his will. 
 
So what is God’s will?  He wants everyone to 
experience metanoeo and live the full, free, and forever 
life he created us to enjoy.  He has set aside specific 
individuals for you to love the way you love yourself 
and show them how to walk in God’s ways. 
 
So where do you begin?  What does that mean for 
you in practical terms?  Well, how many different 
ways are people broken?  How many ways are they 
oppressed and in captivity?  How many ways do we 
not walk in God’s paths?   
 
The question of how you do God’s will cannot be 
answered in general.  You have to discover God’s 
specific plan for your life.  You have to dig deep into 
a personal relationship with a specific “neighbor” – 
hear their story and understand the brokenness and 
captivity in that person’s life.  You have to draw up a 
map that person can follow to freedom.  The journey 
begins with new birth.  It requires understanding how 
a person walks in God’s ways – in terms of spiritual 
disciplines, relationships, work, finances, etc.  It 
demands personally investing in your neighbor to 
help them develop the skills and habits that enable 
abundant life. 
 
A generic program – of the church or government – 
won’t do it.  You can’t draw up a map, then hand it 
over and walk away.  Even when a dead heart opens 
to new life, the process of learning to walk in God’s 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/2-peter/3-9.html
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way is hard.  We get tired and want to give up.  In a 
moment of weakness, we listen once again to an 
attractive lie and we stumble.  There are no easy 
answers.  Often we naively think we are helping 
someone else, when we actually are doing more harm 
than good. 
 
But you can learn.  Resources abound.  Lots of 
believers and churches are out there doing it every 
day.  You can find people to show you how it works.  
 
God’s call is clear.  The needs are abundant.  Your 
assignment is doable.  God is ready to do something 
wonderful. 
 
Are you up for the journey, whatever it takes? 
 
–––– 
Think about it 
How does “doing justice” fit into God’s specific plans 
for your life? 
 
What “hurts, habits, and hang-ups” do you need 
freedom from so you can help others find freedom? 
 
GETTING REAL 

A dream comes true: Feeding his family 
Paulus Maharaj* had a dream.  It was a dream that 
brought him up close and personal to one of the 
dirtiest, smelliest jobs in the world – raising pigs.  The 
smells of rotten, day-old food and festering animal 
waste would turn even the strongest of stomachs.  
But for Paulus and a handful of rural Indian pastors, 
they are the smells of progress, smells that mean their 

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/01/06/when-helping-hurts
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/01/06/when-helping-hurts
http://multiplyjustice.net/resources
http://multiplyjustice.net/stories
http://multiplyjustice.net/get-involved
http://www.celebraterecovery.com/site-map/message-from-rick-warren
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families and communities can better support 
themselves.  Click here to read more. 
 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2013/09/22/a-pastors-dream-comes-true-feeding-his-family/
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20  Now what? 
 
God’s heart is that those who love him will not only 
actively seek to love their neighbors as themselves, 
but also will lead others to actively care for the poor 
and oppressed. 
 
Here are seven steps to help you begin doing your 
part to multiply God’s kingdom justice in your world: 
 
Identify God’s call on your life.  Explore the range 
of problems and issues that oppress the weak and 
vulnerable, both at home and abroad.  Learn how the 
global P.E.A.C.E. Plan engages the giant problems 
that plague humanity.  Read as much as you can about 
the issues that resonate with you and the best ways to 
help people struggling with those problems.  Spend 
time in Bible reading and prayer.  Ask mature 
believers to counsel you.  As you do this, listen for 
what the Lord is saying to you about using the time, 
talent, and treasure he has entrusted to you.  If you 
haven’t read about God’s S.H.A.P.E. for your life, do 
that now: here for a summary or here for an in-depth 
explanation or here for tools to explore and apply. 
 
Find someone who can help you experience that 
ministry.  Part of discovering God’s will for your life 
is “trying out” the ministry you believe the Lord is 
leading you into.  Seek confirmation from others that 
God is calling you to that particular expression of 
love for people in need.  Be especially open to the 
counsel of your pastor and other leaders of your 
church.   This page can help you find trustworthy 
ministries already engaging many issues. 

http://multiplyjustice.net/
http://thepeaceplan.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310205719/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=counter-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310205719
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310292484/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=counter-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310292484
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310292484/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=counter-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310292484
http://www.shapediscovery.com/
http://multiplyjustice.net/get-involved/
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Learn as much as you can about the issue.  Once 
you have identified the justice issue to which God is 
calling you, go deep, both in studying and in doing.  
Ask for more responsibility in your ministry situation.  
Set an example, in both word and deed, for others 
who have yet to understand their role and 
responsibility in advancing God’s kingdom. 
 
Tell others.  God is changing your life.  He is using 
you to bring his shalom justice to people in need.  Tell 
others about the need, about your experiences, about 
the specific people you are trying to help, about 
God’s requirement that his people help people in 
need.  Encourage them to seek God’s will for their 
own lives. 
 
Recruit others to help.  Some of the people God 
has placed in your life still need to discover God’s call 
for their own lives.  Invite them to help you in your 
ministry situation.  If they find it a meaningful 
experience, invite them back.  If they are not drawn to 
your ministry, encourage them to find the ministry to 
which God is calling them.  He has a call for every 
believer. 
 
Gather a small group.  You make disciples for Jesus 
by leading others to make disciples themselves.  For 
you, that begins, as it did with Jesus, by finding the 
specific people God has prepared for you to lead into 
discipleship.  Under the guidance of your pastor and 
other church leaders, identify those individuals and 
begin meeting with them regularly.  Consult this page 
for ideas about how to spend your time together.   

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/05/08/an-amazing-journey-of-discovery/
http://multiplyjustice.net/resources/
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Plan to multiply.  Meditate on the apple seed 
kingdom.  Let the Lord speak to your heart about the 
tremendous potential of your own life to change the 
world.  Ask the Lord to show you who you should 
invite to enter a mutual covenant of multiplying 
justice for the sake of God’s Kingdom. 
 
 
The Lord says, “I want to see a mighty flood of 
justice, a river of righteous living that will never run 
dry.” 
  

http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/04/03/the-apple-seed-kingdom/
http://multiplyjustice.net/2012/04/03/the-apple-seed-kingdom/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/amos/passage.aspx?q=amos+5:19-27
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Appendix  

Topical Index of the New Testament 
 
The Kainos Press Topical Index of the New 
Testament consists of 4,462 entries on 19 topics.  The 
index was compiled in preparation for writing this 
book. 

 
The topics are broadly construed and include verses 
considered relevant to each topic; the topic word 
itself does not necessarily appear in a verse or 
passage.  The goal was to highlight the interrelations 
between the various topics – relationships often 
neglected by much of evangelical Christianity.  The 
index home page is located here. Below are selected 
topics relevant to the journey into justice. 
 
Faithing 

Bear fruit 

Holiness 

Judgment 

Justice 

Kingdom 

Love others 

 

Mission 

Obedience 

Repentance 

Salvation 

Salvation future 

Security 

Servanthood 

 

  

http://markkelly.wordpress.com/kainos-press-topical-index-new-testament
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/faithing.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/faithing.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/faithing.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/holiness.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/holiness.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/holiness.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/justice.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/justice.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/justice.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/love-others.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/love-others.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/mission.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/mission.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/mission.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/repentance.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/repentance.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/repentance.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/salvation-future.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/salvation-future.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/salvation-future.pdf
http://markkelly.files.wordpress.com/2006/01/servanthood.pdf
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